VOL. I - DETAILED NOTES

SEPTEMBER 2026

SATYADHEESH

Jaarefier

UPSC MONTHLY DETAILED NOTES

Current Affairs - September 2026

120 219 10
NOTES STORIES MERGED MCQS
CONTENTS

Every note, grouped by paper

GS1 - 5 GS2 - 60 GS3/ - 55
PAPER MIX

es1  History - Society - Geography 5 notes
History & Culture 2
Indian Society 1
Geography 2

es2  Polity - Governance - Social Justice - IR 60 notes
Polity & Constitution 12
Governance 1
Social Justice 11
International Relations 36

es3  Economy - SET - Environment - Security 55 notes
Economy 25
Agriculture 1
Science & Technology 19
Environment & Ecology 4
Internal Security 6

Practice — 10 MCQs

HOW EACH NOTE READS

Why in news - facts to remember - a Mains question
with keywords. Duplicate stories are merged.

SATYADHEESH - UPSC MONTHLY DETAILED NOTES - 2026-09

SHORT ON TIME?

The 5-page Brief has the stories that matter most, plus
a quiz. Same day, same notes.

satyadheesh.in/upsc - t.melsatyadheesh - 1/42



GS] History - Society - Geography

5 NOTES

History & Culture 2
ANCIENT & MEDIEVAL INDIA P M 29 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12785¢

NCERT replaces European Revolutions with Medieval Indian history in Class 9

wHY IN NEws NCERT released anew Class 9 Social Science textbook replacing European Revolutions with a focus on India’s
medieval history and regional resistance movements.

BODY  NCERT: National Council of Educational Research and Training is the apex body for school education curriculum in
India

EVENT = Jat Uprising: A significant regional resistance movement occurred in 1669
CONCEPT ' Decolonization: Shifting focus from Western revolutions to indigenous medieval resistance movements

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of incorporating regional resistance movements and medieval history into the school curriculum
to foster a nuanced understanding of Indian identity.

USE: | Pedagogical shift Historical agency Regional resistance Curriculum design Historiography

HERITAGE SITES, UNESCO & GI TAGS P 30 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12805%

India adds five new sites including Udaigiri Caves to UNESCO tentative list

wHY IN NEws The Ministry of Culture (PIB) announced the addition of five new sites, including the Udaigiri Caves and
Satyagraha-linked sites, to UNESCO's Tentative List for World Heritage.

CONCEPT = UNESCO World Heritage tentative list: A list of sites proposed for inclusion in the World Heritage list.

FIGURE | 78:Total number of sites currently on India's UNESCO World Heritage tentative list
MAINS o Discuss the significance of preserving and promoting transnational heritage sites in strengthening cultural diplomacy

and international cooperation.

USE: | Cultural Diplomacy Transnational Heritage UNESCO Tentative List Satyagraha Heritage Conservation

Indian Society 1

POPULATION, DEMOGRAPHY & MIGRATION P 6 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/11810¢

Early Census 2027 in Goa, UP, Punjab Kicks Off Amid Election Hopes
wHY IN NEwS The Registrar General of India announced the commencement of early population enumeration for Census 2027
in Goa, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, and parts of Uttarakhand.
POST | Registrar General of India: The official responsible for announcing and overseeing the census enumeration.
FACT = Census 2027: The upcoming national population enumeration cycle.
FACT = Self-enumeration: A census method available from November 16 to November 30, 2026.
PLACE = Ladakh: Enumeration began on September 1, 2026, due to snow-bound conditions.

MAINS o Discuss the significance of periodic census data in formulating socio-economic policies and infrastructure planning in
India.

Use: | Demographic data Population enumeration Socio-economic planning Data-driven policy
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Geography 2

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY (LANDFORMS, OCEANS, CLIMATE) P M 19 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12363¢

Discover Geoscience study flags rapid melting of Uttarakhand glaciers
wHY IN NEws A Discover Geoscience study highlighted that 23 major glaciers in Uttarakhand are melting rapidly, threatening
water security and increasing disaster risks.

FIGURE | 37.8 meters per year — the melting rate of the Milam glacier
CONCEPT = Glacial retreat — a primary indicator of climate change in the Himalayan region

MAINS @ Discuss the implications of accelerated Himalayan glacial retreat on India's water security and disaster management
strategies.

usg: | Glacialretreat Cryosphere degradation Water security Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs) Climate vulnerability

GEOPHYSICAL PHENOMENA (EARTHQUAKES, CYCLONES, VOLCANOES) | P 5 REPORTS MERGED 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12857¢

East and Northeast regions record driest monsoon since 1901
wHY IN NEws The India Meteorological Department (IMD) reported that India's 2026 southwest monsoon ended at 759.4 mm,
with the east and northeast region recording its driest monsoon since 1901.
BODY | |ndia Meteorological Department (IMD) — Nodal agency for monitoring and forecasting monsoon patterns in India.
CONCEPT  E| Nino — Identified as a primary driver for the subdued monsoon rainfall in 2026.
FIGURE = 10171 mm — Rainfall recorded in East and Northeast regions, the lowest since 1901.

FIGURE 759.4 mm — Total rainfall recorded for India's 2026 southwest monsoon.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of El Nifio and climate variability on the Indian monsoon and suggest measures to mitigate the risks
of diminishing rainfall in the Northeast region.

uUse: | EINifo Monsoon variability Climate change Hydrological stress IMD forecasting
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GS 2 Polity - Governance - Social Justice - IR

60 NOTES
Polity & Constitution 12
PANCHAYATI RAJ & URBAN LOCAL BODIES P M 4 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/11739%

Lieutenant Governor Saxena Approves LAHDCs in 7 Ladakh Districts
wHY IN NEWS Lieutenant Governor V K Saxena approved the creation of Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils
(LAHDCSs) across all seven districts of the Union Territory to decentralize governance.
BODY ' LAHDCs: Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils
ACT / BILL | | adakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils Act, 1997
FACT = The councils will be established in 7 districts of the Union Territory of Ladakh

FACT Elections will commence under Section 8 of the LAHDCs Act, 1997

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of decentralizing governance in Union Territories like Ladakh and its implications for local self-
governance and regional development.

Use: | Decentralized governance Local self-government Union Territory Administrative autonomy Development planning

JUDICIARY & LANDMARK JUDGMENTS P M 15 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12192¢

Supreme Court launches Jan Soochna Seva for simplified Hindi legal bulletins
wHY IN NEWs The Supreme Court launched Jan Soochna Seva' on Hindi Diwas to provide simplified Hindi legal bulletins and
multimedia summaries of significant judgments to improve judicial accessibility.

CONCEPT = Jan Soochna Seva — A public information service providing simplified legal summaries in Hindi
EVENT = Hindi Diwas — Celebrated annually on September 14th to promote the Hindi language
BODY = Supreme Court of India — The highest judicial body in the country

MAINS Q Discuss how the simplification of legal language and multi-lingual dissemination of judgments can enhance the
principle of 'Access to Justice' for marginalized sections in India.

USE: | Access to Justice Judicial Transparency Legal Literacy Inclusive Governance Linguistic Accessibility

FEDERALISM & CENTRE-STATE RELATIONS P M 17 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/122797

Supreme Court rejects Tamil Nadu petition on Navodaya Vidyalayas
wHY IN NEWs The Supreme Court rejected Tamil Nadu's petition to recall an interim order regarding land for Navodaya
Vidyalayas, while urging the state to adopt a cooperative federalist approach toward Hindi language inclusion.

CONCEPT | Cooperative federalism: emphasized by the court in balancing linguistic diversity with national policies.
BODY ~ Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti: established by the Ministry of Education to run Navodaya Vidyalayas.
DATE | Three-month deadline: time frame set by the Supreme Court for the state to identify land.

MAINS Q Discuss the importance of cooperative federalism in resolving linguistic and cultural disputes between the Union and
State governments in India.

use: | Cooperative Federalism Linguistic Diversity Educational Policy Federal Friction Language Policy
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CONSTITUTION, AMENDMENTS & BASIC STRUCTURE P M 19 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12353€¢

Ladakh leaders withdraw protest plan after Centre agrees to discuss safeguards
wHY IN NEws The Central Government and Ladakh leadership (Leh Apex Body and Kargil Democratic Alliance) reached a
tentative agreement on constitutional safeguards and a 'sui generis' governance model
CONCEPT ' Sui Generis — a unique governance model being discussed for Ladakh
ACT | Article 371 — provides special provisions for various states in the Indian Union
EVENT = Ladakh formation — carved out as a separate Union Territory from Jammu and Kashmir in 2019
PLACE = Ladakh districts — Kargil and Leh are the two primary districts

MAINS o Discuss the significance of 'sui generis' governance models in addressing the unique aspirations of Union Territories like
Ladakh while maintaining constitutional integrity.

Use: | Constitutional safeguards Sui generis Union Territory Federalism Administrative autonomy

JUDICIARY & LANDMARK JUDGMENTS P M 21 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12436%

Supreme Court seeks standardized law for court deposits
wHY IN NEwS The Supreme Court directed the Law Commission of India to examine legislation to standardize the management
of litigants' deposits during pending appeals.
BODY  Law Commission of India — A non-statutory body that advises the government on legal reforms.
CONCEPT | CRIS (Court Registry Investment System) — A U.S. model where court deposits are pooled into a unified

investment scheme.
CONCEPT ' Current issue — Inconsistent rules across different courts lead to varying interest rates on deposited funds.

MAINS Q Discuss the necessity of a standardized legal framework for managing court deposits to ensure transparency and reduce
post-judgment litigation in the Indian judiciary.

uUse: | Judicial transparency Legislative standardization Litigant protection Financial management Legal reform

ELECTIONS, ECI & ELECTORAL REFORMS P M 23 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/125227

Supreme Court splits on referring CEC and EC appointment law to larger bench
wHY IN NEwS The Supreme Court gave split opinions on whether petitions challenging the 2023 law excluding the Chief
Justice of India from selecting the CEC and ECs should be referred to alarger bench.
CONCEPT ' CEC and ECs are appointed by the President of India
ACT | 2023 law excludes the Chief Justice of India from the selection committee for CEC and ECs

BODY = Supreme Court of India - highest judicial body in the country

MAINS Q Examine the implications of executive influence on the appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner on the
independence of the electoral process in India.

use: | Judicial Independence Executive Influence Electoral Integrity Constitutional Appointments Separation of Powers

JUDICIARY & LANDMARK JUDGMENTS P M 25 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12571¢

Supreme Court mandates expert evaluations to curb POCSO Act misuse

wHY IN NEwS The Supreme Court directed that no immediate arrests should be made in matrimonial disputes involving alleged
false sexual-assault complaints under the POCSO Act without prior psychological evaluation of the child.

ACT POCSO Act — Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012

CONCEPT ' Expert evaluation — Mandated psychological or psychiatric assessments to prevent trauma and public stigma

BODY = Supreme Court — Highest judicial body in India

MAINS Q Critically examine the judicial balance required to prevent the misuse of stringent criminal laws like the POCSO Act in
matrimonial disputes while ensuring the protection of children.

Use: | Judicial activism Presumption of innocence Procedural safeguards Best interests of the child Weaponization of law
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JUDICIARY & LANDMARK JUDGMENTS P 10 REPORTS MERGED 28 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12733¢

Supreme Court Collegium recommends three High Court Chiefs for elevation
wHY IN NEwS The Supreme Court Collegium recommended the elevation of three High Court Chief Justices to the Supreme
Court, initiating the formal appointment process.
CONCEPT = Collegium system — the mechanism used by the Supreme Court to recommend names for judgeships
BODY = Collegium — comprises the Chief Justice of India and four other senior-most judges
PERSON ' Justice Sunita Agarwal — Chief Justice of Gujarat High Court
PERSON = Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya — Chief Justice of Delhi High Court

PERSON — Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh — Chief Justice of Telangana High Court

mains o Critically analyze the Collegium system of judicial appointments in India, discussing its role in maintaining judicial
independence and the need for transparency.

use: | Judicial Independence Collegium System Judicial Appointments Separation of Powers Transparency

CONSTITUTION, AMENDMENTS & BASIC STRUCTURE P M 29 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/127471

MHA proposes directly elected body for Ladakh as Sixth Schedule alternative
wHY IN NEWS The Ministry of Home Affairs proposed a directly elected legislative body and a new Article 371-K for Ladakh as an
alternative to the Sixth Schedule status demanded by local residents.

CONCEPT = Sixth Schedule: Provides autonomy to tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram

CONCEPT  Article 371-K: Proposed provision to provide special provisions for Ladakh

BODY | Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA): Responsible for internal security and border management

MAINS Q Discuss the constitutional challenges and security implications of granting Sixth Schedule status to Union Territories in
border regions.

USE: | Constitutional Autonomy Territorial Integrity Federalism Strategic Security Local Governance

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, DPSP & DUTIES P M 29 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12754¢

Supreme Court quashes Mulla Afroz detention, fines UP government
wHY IN NEwWs The Supreme Court quashed the preventive detention of Mulla Afroz under the National Security Act (NSA), ruling

that the Uttar Pradesh government illegally exercised its power by failing to consider relevant material.

ACT | National Security Act (NSA) — provides for preventive detention to prevent actions against state security
CONCEPT  Judicial Review — the power of the Supreme Court to review executive actions
FIGURE = ¥10 lakh — cost imposed on the UP government for illegal exercise of detention powers
PLACE = Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh — location of the 2024 violence and subsequent legal proceedings

MaINs o Critically examine the safeguards required to prevent the arbitrary exercise of preventive detention powers under the
National Security Act to protect individual liberty.

Use: | Preventive Detention National Security Act Judicial Review Personal Liberty Due Process
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ELECTIONS, ECI & ELECTORAL REFORMS P M 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12814€C

Supreme Court petition seeks audit of Election Commission databases
wHY IN NEwS Supreme Court advocate Shailendra Mani Tripathi filed a petition seeking an independent inquiry into allegations
of database tampering and voter disenfranchisement by Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.
ACT = Representation of the People Act, 1950: Governs the preparation and maintenance of electoral rolls.
CONCEPT ' Section 32 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950: Deals with offences related to electoral rolls.
CONCEPT = Article 361: Provides immunity to the President and Governors.
BODY | Election Commission of India (ECI): Constitutional body responsible for administering elections.

MAINS o Examine the constitutional and legal implications of ensuring the independence and accountability of the Election
Commission of India in safeguarding the integrity of the electoral process.

usge: | Constitutional Democracy Statutory Immunity Electoral Integrity Cognisable Offences Accountability

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, DPSP & DUTIES P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/128174

Supreme Court to examine conflict between legislative privileges and press freedom

wHY IN NEwS The Supreme Court agreed to examine a 2003 case involving *The Hindu* and Tamil Nadu's legislative privilege to
determine if Article 194(3) can be used to limit press freedom under Article 19(1)(a).

CONCEPT | Article 19(1)(a) — Guarantees freedom of speech and expression, including freedom of the press.
CONCEPT | Article 194(3) — Relates to the privileges of the House of the Legislature of a State.
EVENT = The Hindu case — 2003 resolution by Tamil Nadu Assembly to arrest editorial staff for breaching privileges.

CONCEPT = Harmonious Construction — The judicial method to resolve conflicts between different constitutional provisions.

MAINS Q Critically examine the conflict between legislative privileges and the fundamental right to freedom of the press in the
Indian constitutional framework.

USE: | Legislative Privilege Freedomof Press Harmonious Construction Fundamental Rights Judicial Review
Governance 1
ROLE OF CIVIL SERVICES P M 29 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12794S

Union Government seeks Supreme Court stay on Great Nicobar project petitions

wHY IN NEws The Union government sought a Supreme Court stay on petitions filed by retired IAS officer Meena Gupta alleging
violations of the Forest Rights Act (FRA) in the £92,000-crore Great Nicobar Island project.

ACT | Forest Rights Act (FRA) — Legislation providing forest-dwelling communities with legal rights over forest land.
FIGURE = ¥92,000 crore — Estimated value of the Great Nicobar infrastructure project.

PLACE = Great Nicobar Island — Island in the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago site of the project.

MAINS o Examine the conflict between large-scale infrastructure development and the statutory rights of forest-dwelling
communities under the Forest Rights Act.

USE: | ForestRights Act Locus Standi Environmental Governance Tribal Rights Infrastructure Development
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Social Justice 11

VULNERABLE SECTIONS (SC/ST, MINORITIES, DISABLED, ELDERLY, CHILDREN) P M
3 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/116767

3 REPORTS MERGED

Delhi High Court Orders Rs 10 Lakh Compensation for Maternity Demotion Retaliation
wHY IN nNews Delhi High Court ordered compensation for a woman demoted after maternity leave, emphasizing that maternity
protection includes professional status and career advancement.

BobY  Delhi High Court: A High Court in India.

FACT = Compensation amount: 10 lakh for maternity demotion retaliation.

POST = Justice Sachin Datta: Presiding judge in the maternity protection ruling.

MAINS Q Discuss the importance of workplace protections for women during and after maternity leave in ensuring gender equality
in the Indian workforce.

USE: | gender equality workplace protections maternity rights professional status statutory protection

EDUCATION POLICY P M 8 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/11905%

NHRC Orders Delhi Govt and UGC to Fix Hostel Crisis by October 15
wHY IN NEws The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) directed the Delhi government and the University Grants
Commission (UGC) to submit a plan by October 15, 2026

BODY ' NHRC: National Human Rights Commission

BODY = UGC: University Grants Commission

FACT = NHRC deadline for the comprehensive plan: October 15, 2026

FACT = Casualties from PG building collapse: seven people

MAINS Q Examine the institutional challenges in ensuring safe and affordable student housing in urban educational hubs and the
role of regulatory bodies in ensuring student safety.

Use: | Right to Education Institutional Accountability Urban Infrastructure Human Rights Regulatory Framework

HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH P M 8 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/11912¢

FSSAI Proposes Warning Labels for High Sugar Salt Fat Foods
wHY IN NEws The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) proposed a warning label system for packaged foods high
in sugar, salt, or fat to improve public health awareness.

BODY = FSSAIl: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
FACT = 88% of respondents prefer large, visible warnings

MAINS Q Discuss the role of regulatory bodies like FSSAI in addressing non-communicable diseases through mandatory food
labeling and public health interventions.

uUse: | Non-communicable diseases Public health intervention Information asymmetry Regulatory framework Consumer awareness
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VULNERABLE SECTIONS (SC/ST, MINORITIES, DISABLED, ELDERLY, CHILDREN) P M 9 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/119532

Supreme Court to Scrutinize Marital Rape Laws as 130 Countries Have Already Criminalized It
wHY IN NEWS The Supreme Court is set to scrutinize the constitutional validity of exceptions to marital rape laws as petitions
challenge the current legal framework.
FACT = Over 130 countries have already criminalized marital rape.
PLACE = The first petitions regarding marital rape were filed in the Delhi High Court in 2015.
FACT = A split verdict in 2022 led to the escalation of the marital rape issue to the Supreme Court.

maINs o Critically analyze the constitutional validity of the marital rape exception and its implications on the rights of women
within the institution of marriage.

USE: | Bodily autonomy Constitutional validity Legislative competence Gender justice Legal reform

HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 10 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/119917

'National Interest': Supreme Court To Rule On Warning Labels For Packaged Foods
wHY IN NEWS The Supreme Court is set to pass an order on a plea regarding the implementation of front-of-pack warning labels
(FoPL) for packaged foods high in sugar, salt, and saturated fat.

BODY  FSSAIL: The body responsible for proposing the red-coloured hexagonal warning labels.

FACT = Dietary Guidelines for Indians, 2024: The document specifying the thresholds for sugar, salt, and saturated fat.

FACT = Warning Label Design: A red-coloured hexagonal label proposed for phased implementation.

MAINS Q Discuss the role of regulatory bodies in addressing lifestyle diseases through mandatory food labeling and public health
interventions in India.

USE: | Public Health Regulatory Framework Nutritional Policy Consumer Protection Preventive Healthcare

EDUCATION POLICY P M 11 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/120311

Foreign universities establish off-shore campuses in India as student exits drop 40%
wHY IN NEWS The Ministry of External Affairs reported a 40% drop in Indian students traveling abroad, prompting foreign
universities to establish off-shore campuses in India with UGC permission.
BODY = UGC (University Grants Commission) — statutory body responsible for maintaining standards of higher education
in India.
FIGURE = 40% drop — decrease in Indian students traveling abroad as reported by the Ministry of External Affairs.

CONCEPT  Off-shore campuses — foreign universities require UGC permission to establish these in India.

MAINS Q Discuss the implications of establishing foreign off-shore campuses in India on the domestic higher education ecosystem
and student mobility.

USE: | student mobility educational equity off-shore campuses human capital regulatory framework

HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH M 28 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12705S

Kerala High Court allows production of patented life-saving drugs at non-commercial rates
wHY IN NEWS The Kerala High Court ruled that the central government can manufacture or authorize production of patented
life-saving medicines at non-commercial rates for needy patients under the Patents Act, 1970.

ACT = Patents Act, 1970: Governs the granting of patents and the rights of patent holders in India.

CONCEPT = Section 100 of the Patents Act: Provides for compulsory licensing of patented inventions for public health or
national security.
PLACE = Kerala High Court: Judicial body that ruled on affordable access to life-saving drugs like Ribociclib.

MAINS Q Discuss the balance between protecting intellectual property rights and ensuring the right to health for marginalized
populations in India.

Use: | Intellectual Property Rights Right to Health Patents Act 1970 Public Health Policy Affordability
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EDUCATION POLICY P M 28 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/127213

WHO/UNICEF report finds 50 million Indian schoolchildren lack sanitation
wHY IN NEws A WHO/UNICEF report released on September 23, 2026, highlighted that India had 50 million schoolchildren
without sanitation services in 2025.

REPORT | WHO/UNICEF Report (Sept 2026) — states India has the highest number of schoolchildren without sanitation
globally.

SCHEME ' Swachh Bharat Mission — launched in 2014 to improve sanitation and hygiene.
FIGURE = 50 million — number of Indian schoolchildren without sanitation services as of 2025.
FIGURE = 12 million — number of Indian children lacking access to basic drinking water in schools.

MAINS o Examine the persistent rural-urban divide in sanitation and hygiene infrastructure in Indian schools despite the progress
achieved under the Swachh Bharat Mission.

USE: | Rural-urbandivide Sanitation infrastructure Public health Swachh Bharat Mission Educational equity

VULNERABLE SECTIONS (SC/ST, MINORITIES, DISABLED, ELDERLY, CHILDREN) P M 28 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/127323

Supreme Court questions legality of minors holding social media accounts
wHY IN NEWs The Supreme Court questioned the legality of minors holding social media accounts, noting that minors are
legally incompetent to enter contracts, and directed platforms to adopt an 18-year age threshold.

CONCEPT ' Void ab initio: Contracts entered by minors are legally void from the beginning.
CONCEPT  Legal incompetence: Minors are legally incompetent to enter into binding contracts in India.
BODY  Supreme Court of India: Directed social media platforms to implement age thresholds.
PERSON — Just Rights for Children Alliance: NGO that filed the plea regarding digital safeguards.

MAINS Q Examine the legal and ethical challenges in regulating social media access for minors in India given the current
contractual incompetence of minors.

USE: | void ab initio digital safeguards legal incompetence minor protection regulatory framework

VULNERABLE SECTIONS (SC/ST, MINORITIES, DISABLED, ELDERLY, CHILDREN) M 28 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12734%

HLCDC seeks 15-year religion-wise data from states
wHY IN NEWs The High-Level Committee on Demographic Changes (HLCDC) requested 15-year religion-wise data from states,
sparking a conflict over constitutional prohibitions on such data collection.

CONCEPT = HLCDC: High-Level Committee on Demographic Changes formed by the Ministry of Home Affairs

CONCEPT | Data Scope: Includes birth/vehicle registrations, school enrolments, property transactions, and ST religious
conversions

PLACE = Jammu and Maharashtra: States visited or scheduled for visit by the committee

MAINS Q Discuss the constitutional and legal challenges associated with the collection of religion-based demographic data in
India.

USE: | Demographic Change Constitutional Prohibitions Data Privacy Scheduled Tribes Federalism

SATYADHEESH - UPSC MONTHLY DETAILED NOTES - 2026-09 satyadheesh.in/upsc - t.mel/satyadheesh - 10/ 42



HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH P M 29 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12754¢

India eyes global hub status for orphan drug manufacturing
wHY IN NEWs The article highlights India's potential to lead in orphan drug manufacturing for 1,004 rare genetic disorders,
emphasizing the need for policy incentives to overcome high treatment costs.

ACT ' Orphan Drug Act (1983) — provides tax breaks and market exclusivity to incentivize rare disease drug
development
FIGURE = 1,004 — number of rare genetic disorders reported in India
FIGURE = Rs 50 lakh — maximum subsidy provided to support rare disease patients
FIGURE = 1122 — number of orphan drugs approved by the U.S. post-Act implementation by 2022

MAINS o Discuss the institutional and economic barriers in India's orphan drug manufacturing and suggest policy measures to
make high-cost treatments accessible to patients.

Orphan Drugs Rare Genetic Disorders Market Exclusivity Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Public Health Accessibility

USE:
International Relations 36
REGIONAL & GLOBAL GROUPINGS (QUAD, BRICS, SCO, G20...) P M 5 REPORTS MERGED 2 Sep - NDTV - Satyadheesh.in/news/116387

Modi meets Xi, Putin; tackles terrorism with Pakistan at SCO summit
wHY IN NEws PM Modi engaged with leaders of China and Russia at the SCO summit in Bishkek to address regional terrorism and
strengthen India's footprint in Central Asia.

INTL. ORG = SCO: Shanghai Cooperation Organisation is a Eurasian political, economic, and security alliance.

PLACE = Bishkek is the capital of Kyrgyzstan.
FACT = SCO members include China, Russia, India, Pakistan, and Central Asian nations.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in shaping India's strategic autonomy and
security cooperation in Central Asia.

USE: | Strategic Autonomy Counter-terrorism Multilateralism Regional Connectivity Geopolitics

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 3 REPORTS MERGED 2 Sep - BBC - satyadheesh.in/news/116684

After American forces resumed strikes against Iran, Iran launched missile and drone
wHY IN NEws Escalation of military strikes between the US and Iran in the Middle East, specifically impacting the Strait of
Hormuz.

PLACE = Strait of Hormuz: A strategic chokepoint in the Middle East connecting the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman.

FACT = The Iranian Red Crescent reported 4 fatalities in a southern Iran missile strike.
S&T = The conflict involves the deployment of both missiles and drones as primary offensive weapons.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of the escalating US-Iran tensions on global energy security and maritime trade routes in the Middle
East.

use: | Geopolitical tension Maritime security Energy corridor Escalation Strategic chokepoint
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 4 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/117544

Nepal Needs $5 Billion To Rebuild. World's Climate Fund Has Less Than 10% Of It

wHY IN NEWs Nepal has formally requested urgent financial assistance from the UN's Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage
(FRLD) following a devastating glacial lake burst in August.

FACT ' Nepal's share of global emissions is approximately 0.1%
FACT = FRLD current available funds: $350 million out of $820 million pledged
FACT | FRLD project support cap: $20 million per project

BODY | Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) is a UN-led mechanism

MAINS @ Examine the adequacy of current international climate finance mechanisms in addressing the 'Loss and Damage' faced
by low-emitting, climate-vulnerable nations like Nepal.

usg: | Climate Justice Loss and Damage Climate Reparations Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) Climate Finance

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 5 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/11800S

Putin Orders Three-Day Halt to Strikes as US Envoys Propose Peace Talks

wHY IN NEWS Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered a three-day halt to strikes on Kyiv to facilitate peace talks proposed by
US envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner.

POST = Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner: US envoys proposing peace talks to Ukraine
FACT = Dmitry Peskov: Kremlin spokesperson who announced the temporary ceasefire

MAINS Q Analyze the role of third-party mediation in resolving protracted international conflicts and the challenges of enforcing
temporary ceasefires in active war zones.

USE: | mediation de-escalation sovereignty multilateral diplomacy ceasefire

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS ] 5 REPORTS MERGED 5 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/11803%

US military strikes three Iranian oil tankers after IRGC missile attack on US warships

wHY IN NEWS The US military struck three Iranian oil tankers in the Gulf of Oman and near Kharg island following a ballistic
missile attack by the IRGC on two US Navy warships.

FACT = The US military struck three Iranian oil tankers in the Gulf of Oman and near Kharg island.
POST = CENTCOM commander Admiral Brad Cooper issued the statement regarding the strikes.
FACT = The conflict resulted in 18 US casualties and a spike in global energy prices.

PLACE | Khargisland is a location near which Iranian oil tankers were struck.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of maritime security threats in the Gulf of Oman on global energy markets and the efficacy of
economic sanctions as a tool of deterrence.

USE: | Maritime Security Energy Diplomacy Asymmetric Warfare Economic Sanctions Geopolitical Conflict

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 6 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/11831¢

Iran Strikes US Drone and Oil Tankers, Warning of Severe Retaliation

wHY IN NEwWS lran attacked a US naval drone and three oil tankers in retaliation for American strikes on Iranian-linked ships,
escalating a six-month conflict over the Strait of Hormuz.

FACTS | Jran's IRGC and CENTCOM are the primary military actors involved in the escalation. The conflict centers on the
control of the Strait of Hormuz, a critical maritime chokepoint for oil transit.

MAINS Q Analyze the geopolitical and economic implications of maritime insecurity in the Strait of Hormuz on global energy
markets and regional stability.

USE: | maritime security energy geopolitics chokepoint dynamics deterrence hydrocarbon supply chains
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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS & AGENCIES (UN, WTO, IMF...) P M
8 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/118892
2 REPORTS MERGED

UN warns Israel: Clearing Gaza rubble could destroy war crimes evidence
wHY IN NEWs The UN Special Rapporteur warned that Israel's clearance of rubble in Gaza may destroy evidence of war crimes as
ordered by the International Court of Justice in 2024.

BODY | |International Court of Justice (ICJ): The body that issued the 2024 order regarding Gaza.
POST = Francesca Albanese: UN Special Rapporteur reporting on the situation.

FACT = Over 8,000 people are estimated by Palestinian authorities to remain buried under debris.

MAINS @ Discuss the role of international judicial bodies and the UN in ensuring accountability for war crimes and the
preservation of forensic evidence in conflict zones.

Usge: | International Criminal Responsibility Forensic Integrity Judicial Accountability Humanitarian Intervention Evidence Preservation

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 8 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/118923

IAEA Chief Grossi Warns Iran Over Nuclear Site Access
wHY IN NEws IAEA Chief Rafael Grossi warned that Iran's lack of cooperation and access to nuclear sites remains unresolved,
while Western powers (France, Germany, UK, US) are pushing for a UN Security Council referral.

BODY  JAEA:International Atomic Energy Agency

FACT = |ran's uranium enrichment reached as much as 60 percent at hit facilities
PLACE UN Security Council (UNSC) referral sought for Iran nuclear issue

POST = Rafael Grossi: Head of the IAEA

MAINS Q Discuss the role of international monitoring bodies like the IAEA in preventing nuclear proliferation and the implications
of non-cooperation by sovereign states.

use: | Nuclear Proliferation IAEA Non-proliferation UN Security Council Verification

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS & AGENCIES (UN, WTO, IMF...) P M
8 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/11914&
3 REPORTS MERGED

India criticizes UN map anomalies at UNGA discussion
wHY IN NEws The External Affairs Ministry criticized UN map anomalies during the UNGA discussion on the India-backed
'‘Correct the Map resolution, noting the omission of traditional markers for Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin.
FACT = The 'Correct the Map' resolution was passed on September 4, 2026.
PLACE = The UN map depicted Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin as distinct regions between unspecified claim lines.
FACT = The UN map showed the Line of Control (LoC) between India and Pakistan in Jammu and Kashmir as a dotted line.

BODY | The 'Correct the Map' resolution aims to address misrepresentations of the relative size of continents,
particularly Africa and equatorial regions.

MAINS @ Discuss the significance of cartographic accuracy in international diplomacy and the implications of disputed border
representations in multilateral forums like the UN.

Use: | Cartographicrepresentation Territorial integrity Multilateral diplomacy Sovereignty Geospatial data
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 4 REPORTS MERGED 8 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/11916¢

Indian High Commissioner meets Bangladesh Minister to restart cross-border trains
wHY IN NEWs Indian High Commissioner Dinesh Trivedi met Bangladesh's Minister for Road Transport and Bridges Shaikh Rabiul
Alam to discuss restarting passenger train services between India and Bangladesh.

PLACE = Kolkata and New Jalpaiguri are the primary Indian departure points for the proposed cross-border trains.

PLACE = Dhaka and Khulna are the primary Bangladeshi destinations for the resumed train services.

BODY ' The Inter-Governmental Railway Meeting is the annual bilateral forum used to fix dates for cross-border rail
connectivity.

MAINS Q Discuss how enhancing cross-border rail connectivity between India and Bangladesh can serve as a catalyst for regional
economic integration and trade.

USE: | Regional Connectivity Bilateral Trade Infrastructure Integration Economic Engagement Cross-border Mobility

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 5 REPORTS MERGED 9 Sep - BBC - satyadheesh.in/news/11934€

US strikes Iranian oil tankers as Tehran targets American base in Jordan

wHY IN NEws US forces struck and sank five Iranian tankers, including the M/T Riesco, in retaliation for Tehran targeting an
American warship and a US base in Jordan.

FACT = M/T Riesco: Iranian oil tanker sunk by US forces in the Gulf of Oman.

PLACE | Kharg Island: Major oil terminal off Iran's coast where 90% of the country's crude oil passes through pipes from the
mainland.

FACT = Brent crude price: Rose by 1.5% to $99.35 per barrel following the escalation.
PLACE | Strait of Hormuz: Strategic waterway where Iran claimed to have attacked two US vessels and eight oil tankers.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of escalating maritime tensions in the Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of Oman on global energy security
and international trade routes.

USE: | Energy Security Maritime Chokepoints Shadow Networks Geopolitical Instability Trade Routes

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS & AGENCIES (UN, WTO, IMF...) P M
10 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/11991¢

3 REPORTS MERGED

The IAEA accused Iran of noncompliance with nuclear commitments, passing a resolution
wHY IN NEWS The IAEA Board of Governors passed aresolution accusing Iran of noncompliance with nuclear non-proliferation
commitments and referred the matter to the UN Security Council.
BODY  |AEA:International Atomic Energy Agency, the nuclear watchdog responsible for verifying peaceful use of nuclear
material.
INTL. ORG = NPT: Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, which forbids signatories from producing nuclear weapons.
FACT = |AEA has not had access to key Iranian facilities since the US-Israeli war began in June 2025.

PLACE Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan: Key Iranian nuclear facilities mentioned in the IAEA resolution.

MAINS Q Examine the role of the IAEA in ensuring global nuclear non-proliferation and the challenges posed by regional conflicts
in verifying nuclear commitments.

use: | Nuclear Non-Proliferation IAEA Safeguards NPT Nuclear Proliferation Geopolitical Conflict

SATYADHEESH - UPSC MONTHLY DETAILED NOTES - 2026-09 satyadheesh.in/upsc - t.mel/satyadheesh - 14/ 42



INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 7 REPORTS MERGED 11 Sep - BBC - satyadheesh.in/news/12050S

Houthis Seize Perim Island, Mokha, Tightening Red Sea Control
wHY IN NEWS Houthis claimed to seize Perim Island and the port city of Mokha in Yemen to tighten control over Red Sea
shipping lanes following an offensive on 3 September.
PLACE | PerimIsland: A strategic island in the Red Sea controlled by Houthis.
PLACE = Mokha: A strategic port city in Yemen.
FACT = 46,000: Number of people displaced by the Houthi offensive.
FACT = 3 September: Date the Houthi offensive was launched.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of maritime insecurity in the Red Sea on global energy supply chains and the geopolitical dynamics
of the Middle East.

USE: | maritime security energy security geopolitical escalation supply chain disruption humanitarian displacement

REGIONAL & GLOBAL GROUPINGS (QUAD, BRICS, SCO, G20...) P M
12 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/120574
4 REPORTS MERGED

BRICS leaders meet in New Delhi to discuss Global South influence
wHY IN NEWS Leaders of BRICS member states, including China, Russia, and Iran, are meeting in New Delhi to discuss
strengthening emerging economies amidst US trade tensions and the US-Israel-Iran conflict.
CONCEPT ' Global South: The focus of the summit to strengthen emerging economies and influence.
CONCEPT ' Multipolarity: The goal of reshaping global economic dynamics amidst US-Iran tensions.
PLACE = New Delhi, India: The host city for the current BRICS summit.
FIGURE = 11 nations: The total number of member nations represented at the current summit.

CONCEPT  BRICS: An intergovernmental organization comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa.

MAINS Q Discuss the role of BRICS in reshaping global economic dynamics and elevating the influence of the Global South amidst
shifting geopolitical alliances.

USE: | Global South Multi-polar world Economic sovereignty Geopolitical alignment Emer ging economies

REGIONAL & GLOBAL GROUPINGS (QUAD, BRICS, SCO, G20...) P M
12 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/120903
4 REPORTS MERGED

BRICS leaders adopt New Delhi Declaration 2026 for safe AI and digital ties
wHY IN NEws BRICS leaders adopted the New Delhi Declaration 2026 during their 18th summit, calling for safer Al development
and a sovereign digital ecosystem.
CONCEPT | Sovereign digital ecosystems: A focus of the New Delhi Declaration 2026 for digital autonomy.
CONCEPT = Quantum Computing: A field using quantum mechanics for calculations, highlighted for cooperation.
CONCEPT = Safe Al: A priority for inclusive development and technological cooperation among BRICS.
EVENT = 18th BRICS Summit: Held in New Delhi to discuss submarine cable connectivity and digital ties.

MAINS o Discuss the significance of a 'sovereign digital ecosystem' for emerging economies and the role of multilateral cooperation
in regulating Al safety.

USE: | Digital Sovereignty Al Ethics Multilateralism Quantum Computing Intellectual Property Rights
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 13 REPORTS MERGED 13 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12108¢

Iranian President and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince hold talks in New Delhi
WHY IN NEWS lranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi held talks in New Delhi to discuss de-
escalation of regional hostilities and support peace efforts.
PLACE =~ New Delhi — Host city for the 18th BRICS Summit and bilateral talks.
EVENT = 18th BRICS Summit — The summit where the New Delhi Declaration was issued.
PERSON © Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan — Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi.

MAINS Q Analyze the significance of multilateral platforms like BRICS in mediating regional conflicts in West Asia and fostering
de-escalation between competing regional powers.

USE: | de-escalation multilateralism regional stability geopolitics New Delhi Declaration

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 6 REPORTS MERGED 13 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12117%

India and Russia aim for $100 billion trade by 2030
WHY IN NEWS Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Vladimir Putin met in Delhi to discuss the Programme for Economic
Cooperation 2030, aiming for $100 billion in bilateral trade by 2030.
CONCEPT | Programme for Economic Cooperation 2030: A framework to achieve $100 billion in bilateral trade by 2030.
INDEX  BRICS: A grouping of five countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) for economic cooperation.
PLACE = INNOPROM India: An exhibition platform for industrial and technological cooperation.
FIGURE = $100 billion: The target trade volume between India and Russia by 2030.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of India's deepening economic and defense cooperation with Russia amidst evolving global
geopolitical uncertainties and sanctions.

USE: | Strategic Autonomy Bilateral Trade Geopolitical Uncertainty Maritime Security Economic Cooperation

REGIONAL & GLOBAL GROUPINGS (QUAD, BRICS, SCO, G20...) P M 39 REPORTS MERGED 13 Sep - BBC - satyadheesh.in/news/12126S

PM Modi hosts BRICS summit in Delhi with joint declaration on conflict restraint
wHY IN NEwS Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi hosted the BRICS summit in Delhi where leaders agreed on a joint declaration

emphasizing 'maximum restraint’ in conflicts.

CONCEPT = BRICS: An intergovernmental organization comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa.
PLACE = Delhi, India: Host city for the recent BRICS summit.

BODY ' Jran and UAE: New members reflecting the bloc's expanding geopolitical reach.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of BRICS as a platform for reshaping global ties and its role in challenging Western-centric
global governance.

USE: | multipolarity geopolitical alignment non-alignment collective security global governance
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 15 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/12187¢

Finland joins France’s Forward Deterrence Initiative to counter Russian threats
wHY IN NEws Finland joined France's Forward Deterrence Initiative to extend French nuclear deterrence coverage amid

escalating Russian threats and US uncertainty.

CONCEPT ' Forward Deterrence Initiative — A French-led initiative to bolster European security against Russian threats.
FIGURE | 10th European state — Finland's position in joining the Forward Deterrence Initiative.
PLACE | Helsinki — The location where the agreement was formalized.
CONCEPT = Nuclear Umbrella — The agreement clarifies it does not replace the existing NATO nuclear umbrella.

CONCEPT ' Peacetime Policy — Finland does not plan to station nuclear weapons on its territory during peacetime.

MAINS Q Discuss how the expansion of European nuclear deterrence frameworks reflects changing security dynamics in the Baltic
region amidst shifting transatlantic alliances.

UsE: | Nuclear Deterrence Strategic Autonomy Forward Deterrence Initiative Baltic Security Geopolitical Realignment

INDIA & NEIGHBOURHOOD P 2 REPORTS MERGED 15 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12188¢

India to export power to Nepal for 18 hours daily to aid flood recovery
WwHY IN NEWS India's Ministry of Power approved exporting electricity to Nepal for 18 hours daily until December 31, 2026, to
support recovery from flood-induced hydropower destruction.
BODY  Ministry of Power — Central government body overseeing the power sector
PLACE = Nepal — Landlocked neighbor of India
FIGURE = 1,451 MUs — Amount of electricity exported by India to Nepal in FY 2025-26
FIGURE = 3,299 MUs — Amount of electricity imported by India from Nepal in FY 2025-26

MAINS Q Discuss how regional energy cooperation can serve as a tool for disaster resilience and bilateral strengthening in South
Asia.

Use: | EnergyDiplomacy Regional Cooperation Disaster Mitigation Bilateral Trade Infrastructure Resilience

POLICIES OF OTHER COUNTRIES AFFECTING INDIA P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 16 Sep - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/12224¢

US deploys space weapons sparking fears of arms race with China and Russia
wHY IN News US Air Force Secretary Troy Meink revealed the deployment of space weapons for defense, confirming a growing
space arms race involving China and Russia.
CONCEPT ' Counterspace weapons — include jammers and kinetic systems used to target space assets.
CONCEPT | Space Situational Awareness (SSA) — involves monitoring the positions and activities of objects in space.
EVENT  India demonstrated ASAT (Anti-Satellite) capability in 2019.

MAINS Q Discuss the implications of the escalating space arms race on global security and the importance of international norms
for space debris management.

USE: | Space Weaponization Orbital Debris Strategic Stability Space Situational Awareness Kinetic Systems
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 17 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/122677

Trump and Xi to Meet on AI Issues Next Week
wHY IN NEws US President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping are scheduled to meet in Washington next week to
discuss Al-related issues including technology copying and chip export restrictions.

POST = Scott Bessent: US Treasury Secretary

POST = He Lifeng: Chinese Vice Premier

FACT = Key dispute areas: military Al risks, tech theft via distillation, and chip export restrictions

MAINS Q Discuss the implications of the US-China competition for Al supremacy on global technological governance and
international security frameworks.

USE: | Technological Sovereignty Security Dilemma Regulatory Divergence Dual-use Technology Geopolitical Competition

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 15 REPORTS MERGED 17 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/12279¢

US Congress passes Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026

wHY IN NEWs The US Congress passed the 'Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026' to grant President Donald Trump

powers to impose heavy sanctions and tariffs on Russian crude exports and their major buyers.

ACT | Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026 — proposes tariffs on top Russian energy purchasers and
Russian imports.
CONCEPT ' Tariff limits — allows up to 100% on top five purchasers of Russian energy and up to 500% on Russian imports into
the US.
PLACE = Targeted nations — specifically targets major buyers of Russian crude including India and China.

MAINS Q Discuss how unilateral sanctions on global energy trade can impact the economic stability and strategic autonomy of
major emerging economies like India and China.

USE: | Sanctions regime Strategic autonomy Trade barriers Energy security Geopolitical leverage

REGIONAL & GLOBAL GROUPINGS (QUAD, BRICS, SCO, G20...) P M
18 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/12297C

3 REPORTS MERGED

Russia and China veto US-backed Iran sanctions resolution at UN
wHY IN NEwS Russiaand Chinavetoed a US-backed UN Security Council resolution to extend the mandate for monitoring

sanctions on Iran, which Iran characterized as a politically motivated move by the West.

CONCEPT | Snapback Mechanism — a provision in the 2015 Iran Nuclear Deal (JCPOA) allowing the restoration of previous UN
sanctions.
CONCEPT ' P5 Members — China, France, Russia, UK, and USA hold permanent seats and veto power in the UNSC.

BODY  UN Security Council — the body responsible for maintaining international peace and security.

MAINS Q Analyze how the use of the veto power by permanent members of the UN Security Council impacts the efficacy of
international sanctions regimes.

USE: | Veto Power Sanctions Regime Snapback Mechanism Multilateralism Geopolitical Alignment
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INDIA & NEIGHBOURHOOD P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 19 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/123502

Nepal ice-rock avalanche triggers floods in Nepal and Tibet
WwHY IN NEWs A massive ice-rock avalanche in Nepal's Rasuwa district triggered floods in Nepal and Tibet, highlighting the
urgent need for cross-border early warning systems in the Himalayas.
PLACE = Rasuwa district: District in Nepal where the ice-rock avalanche occurred.
CONCEPT ' |hende Khola River: River through which the flood surge traveled towards the Nepal-China border.
CONCEPT | Climate change impacts: Warming is altering glaciers, snow cover, permafrost, and high-altitude lakes.
FIGURE = 1,400 deaths: Number of people killed by the flood surge in Nepal and Tibet.

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges of establishing transboundary early warning systems for climate-induced disasters in the
Himalayan region.

USE: | transboundary cooperation early warning systems climate-induced disasters Himalayan ecology disaster management

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 5 REPORTS MERGED 22 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12471¢C

Visegrad Group pledges support for India's permanent UNSC seat

wHY IN NEws Foreign Minister S Jaishankar met with leaders of the Visegrad Group (V4) at the 81st UN General Assembly, where
the four countries backed India's bid for a permanent UNSC seat.

BODY | Visegrad Group (V4) — An intergovernmental organization consisting of Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, and the Czech
Republic.
CONCEPT © UNSC — The primary organ of the United Nations responsible for maintaining international peace and security.
EVENT

81st UN General Assembly — Venue where India and V4 agreed to deepen cooperation in technology, space, and
defence.

MAINS Q Examine the significance of India's strategic partnerships with the Visegrad Group in bolstering its bid for a permanent
seat in the UN Security Council.

Usg: | UNSC Reform Visegrad Group Strategic Autonomy Multilateralism Geopolitical Alignment

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 23 Sep - BBC - satyadheesh.in/news/124943

UK supports Saudi Arabia against Houthi rebels over Bab al-Mandam Strait

wHY IN NEws The UK agreed to deploy a military aircraft to refuel Saudi fighter jets following the seizure of territory near the Bab
al-Mandam Strait by Iran-backed Houthis.

PLACE | Bab al-Mandam Strait: Connects the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea.
CONCEPT = Maritime chokepoint: A strategic waterway critical for global energy security and regional stability.
EVENT ' Saudi-led coalition: Intervened in Yemen in 2015 to restore government rule against Houthi rebels.

MAINS Q Analyze the strategic importance of the Bab al-Mandam Strait in global maritime trade and its implications for regional
security in the Middle East.

USE: | Maritime security Choke point Proxy conflict Strategic depth Regional stability
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS M 3 REPORTS MERGED 23 Sep - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/125273

Trump-Xi summit to address $14 billion Taiwan arms deal
wHY IN NEws Chinese President Xi Jinping is scheduled to meet US President Donald Trump in Washington to demand a halt to
US arms sales to Taiwan based on the 1982 US-China agreement.
FIGURE | $14 billion — the value of the pending US arms deal to Taiwan
ACT | 1982 US-China agreement — the primary diplomatic framework governing arms sales and regional stability

PLACE = Taiwan — the primary recipient of the contested arms sales

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of US arms sales to Taiwan on the strategic stability of the Indo-Pacific region and the implications
for the 1982 US-China agreement.

USE: | Strategic Stability Sovereignty Diplomatic Leverage Indo-Pacific Arms Procurement

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 24 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/12536S

Trump administration invites Putin to G20 summit in Miami
wHY IN NEWS US President Donald Trump invited Russian President Vladimir Putin to the G20 summit in Miami to facilitate
global engagement despite the Ukraine invasion and an ICC arrest warrant.
CONCEPT ' G20: An intergovernmental forum of 19 countries and the European Union.
PERSON = Marco Rubio: Serving as the US Secretary of State.
PLACE Miami, Florida: Proposed venue for the G20 summit.

BODY | |CC:International Criminal Court, an intergovernmental organization and founding treaty organization.

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges of maintaining multilateral cooperation in the G20 amidst geopolitical conflicts and international
legal sanctions against heads of state.

USE: | multilateralism geopolitical friction diplomatic engagement sanctions regime international law

POLICIES OF OTHER COUNTRIES AFFECTING INDIA P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 24 Sep - BBC - satyadheesh.in/news/12540

Trump and Xi meet to discuss Al rivalry and global power dynamics
wHY IN NEws US President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping are meeting to discuss Al ambitions as both nations
view Al as a tool for global dominance.

CONCEPT ' Frontier models: Advanced Al models capable of performing complex tasks across various domains.
CONCEPT = Open-weight models: Al models where the weights are publicly available for users to download and run locally.

CONCEPT ' Technological sovereignty: The competition between US and China impacts global technological sovereignty.

MAINS Q Discuss how the competition between the US and China in Artificial Intelligence shapes global power dynamics and
technological sovereignty.

USE: | technological sovereignty geopolitical rivalry frontier models open weight models regulatory divergence

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 26 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12613€

India and Liberia establish Group of Friends for maritime security
wHY IN NEWs India and Liberia established a 'group of friends' at the 8Ist UN General Assembly to address maritime security and
seafarer safety amid rising attacks in the Gulf and Red Sea.

CONCEPT = Group of Friends — initiative by India and Liberia to address maritime security and seafarer safety.
PLACE = Strait of Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, and Gulf of Aden — key maritime chokepoints identified as high-risk regions.
CONCEPT | Shipping Registry — Liberia is recognized as the world's largest shipping registry.

EVENT = 81st UN General Assembly — the forum where the maritime security initiative was launched.

MAINS o Discuss the significance of maritime security in ensuring global trade stability and the role of multilateral cooperation in
protecting seafarers from non-traditional threats.

USE: | Maritime Security Seafarer Safety Blue Economy Multilateralism Global Trade
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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS & AGENCIES (UN, WTO, IMF...) P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 27 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12646¢

Russia backs India’s UN Security Council bid, criticizes Western additions

WHY IN NEWS Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov backed India’s bid for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council while
criticizing the inclusion of Western nations like Germany and Japan.

POST | Sergey Lavrov: Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia
PLACE = 8lst United Nations General Assembly: Held in New York
FACT ' Mauritius: Country that endorsed India's bid for permanent UNSC membership

BODY  UN Security Council: Current reform stalled due to opposition from China

MAINS @ Examine the geopolitical challenges and structural hurdles in reforming the UN Security Council to ensure more equitable
representation for the Global South.

usg: | Global South Multilateralism UN Security Council Reform Geopolitical Alignment Representation

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS M 4 REPORTS MERGED 27 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12647¢

S. Jaishankar defends India against Pakistan at UNGA

wHY IN NEwWs External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar defended India's right to self-defense against terrorism and criticized
Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif's allegations during the UN General Assembly.

CONCEPT ' Multi-polar world — A global order where power is distributed among multiple nations
CONCEPT ' Global South — A term used to describe developing and underdeveloped nations
CONCEPT = Four Fs — Food, Fuel, Fertilizers, and Finance, which are impacted by global conflicts

CONCEPT | State-sponsored terrorism — A key focus of India's defense against Pakistan's allegations
MAINS Q Discuss the significance of India's advocacy for 'reformed multilateralism' and a multi-polar world order in the context of
the Global South's concerns.

USE: | Multi-polar world Reformed multilateralism Global South State-sponsored terrorism Right to self-defense

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 29 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12740%

UAE to invest additional $25 billion in India, aiming for $100 billion total

wHY IN NEws Union Minister Piyush Goyal announced that the UAE plans to invest an additional $25 billion in India, aiming for a
cumulative investment target of $100 billion.

FACT = UAE investment target in India: $100 billion
FACT ' Target for bilateral trade between India and UAE: $200 billion by 2032

FACT = Key cooperation sectors: ports, shipbuilding, energy security, space technology, and financial services
MAINS Q Discuss how deepening bilateral investment and trade with the UAE contributes to India's strategic autonomy and its goal

of becoming a global manufacturing hub.

USE: | Strategic Partnership Foreign Direct Investment Trade Liberalization Energy Security Maritime Infrastructure

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 29 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/127741

Houthis capture Yemeni ports with IRGC help to control Bab al-Mandeb

wHY IN NEWs The Houthi group (Ansar Allah) captured key Yemeni ports with reported IRGC assistance, threatening maritime
security in the Bab al-Mandeb strait.

PLACE = Bab al-Mandeb Strait: A strategic maritime choke point connecting the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden.
CONCEPT | Ansar Allah (Houthis): A militant group in Yemen supported by Iran.

BODY  |RGC: The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps is an elite branch of the Iranian Armed Forces.

MAINS Q Analyze the implications of non-state actor control over strategic maritime chokepoints on global trade and regional
maritime security.

USE: | maritime security chokepoint proxy warfare maritime domain awareness geopolitical instability
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 3 REPORTS MERGED 30 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/128501

Modi and Trump review trade, defence, energy and critical technology cooperation
WHY IN NEWS Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Donald Trump held a phone conversation to review bilateral cooperation in trade,

defence, energy, and critical technology.

POST = Narendra Modi: Prime Minister of India
FACT = The partnership is officially termed the India-US Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership

BODY | The statement regarding the review was issued by the Prime Minister's Office (PMO)

MAINS Q Analyze the significance of the India-US Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership in shaping the global order in the
context of trade and critical technology cooperation.

USE: | Strategic Partnership Bilateral Cooperation Critical Technology Global Peace Trade Diplomacy
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Economy 25
MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P 7 Sep - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/118737

Sebi exempts FPIs from furnishing details, eases investment in government securities

wHY IN NEws Sebiissued a circular exempting Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) from furnishing investor group details when
investing solely in government securities.

BODY | Reserve Bank of India (RBI) withdrew concentration limits for FPl investments in government securities in June.
FACT = The exemption applies specifically to FPIs investing solely in government securities.
FACT = Depositories and custodians are required to update their systems to reflect the new directive.

MAINS Q Discuss how easing investment norms for Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) in government securities impacts India's
fiscal management and capital market liquidity.

USE: | ForeignPortfolio Investors Capital Market Liquidity Fiscal Management Regulatory Ease Government Securities

FISCAL POLICY, BUDGET & TAXATION (GST) P M 8 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/119202

PAC alarmed: ¥9,222 crore untransferred, misuse insults Parliament

wHY IN NEWs The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) expressed alarm over the non-transfer of 9,222 crore in cess and levy
collections to four designated reserve funds as highlighted in the CAG Report No. 6 of 2026.

BODY  Public Accounts Committee (PAC): A parliamentary committeethat examines the appropriation of funds and the
examination of expenditure by the government.

FACT = 9,222 crore: The amount of cess and levy collections reported as untransferred to designated reserve funds.
MAINS o Examine the role of the Public Accounts Committee in ensuring fiscal discipline and accountability in the management of

cess and levy collections.

USE: | Fiscal discipline Audit oversight Parliamentary accountability Cess and levies Public expenditure

EXTERNAL SECTOR, TRADE & FDI P M 11 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/120323

India seeks to narrow $226.1 billion BRICS trade deficit
wHY IN NEws Indig, chairing the 18th BRICS Summit, aims to address a widening $226.1 billion trade deficit with the bloc by
seeking fairer trade terms and easier market access.
CONCEPT | Trade deficit — India's deficit with BRICS is $226.1 billion, driven by imports from China and Russia.
FIGURE = Total trade — India's trade with BRICS reached $417.5 billion, doubling since FY2020-21.
CONCEPT ' Non-tariff barriers — India advocates for their reduction to improve trade balance.
BODY ~ BRICS — Intergovernmental organization comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa.

MAINS Q Discuss the structural challenges in India's trade balance with BRICS nations and suggest measures to reduce trade
deficits through sector-specific negotiations.

Usg: | Trade Deficit Non-tariff Barriers Market Access Trade Balance Sector-specific Negotiations
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CAPITAL MARKETS & SEBI P 5 REPORTS MERGED 12 Sep - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/120771

SEBI proposes new methodologies for expiry-day settlement prices
wHY IN NEws SEBI has proposed two options for determining expiry-day settlement prices for index and stock derivatives to

improve auction functioning and market transparency.

BODY ' SEBI — Primary regulator for the securities market in India

CONCEPT | Blended VWAP — Combines last 30 mins of Continuous Trading Session (CTS) and 10 mins of Call Auction Session
(CAS)

CONCEPT | CTS VWAP — Relies solely on the last 30 minutes of the Continuous Trading Session (CTS)

CONCEPT | Call Auction Session (CAS) — A session where the proposal includes restrictions on order cancellations

MAINS o Discuss the significance of standardized settlement price methodologies in ensuring market integrity and liquidity in the
Indian derivatives market.

USE: | Securities and Exchange Board of India Derivatives VWAP Call Auction Session Market Integrity

CAPITAL MARKETS & SEBI P M 12 Sep - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/120787

SEBI launches Demat 2.0 pilot for tokenised bond sales
wHY IN NEwS Sebilaunched a Demat 2.0 pilot for tokenised corporate bonds to enable faster settlement and fund access using

distributed ledger technology (DLT) and the RBI's e-rupee.

CONCEPT | Distributed Ledger Technology (DLT): A decentralized digital ledger recording transactions across multiple nodes.
CONCEPT = Tokenisation: Process of converting corporate bonds into digital tokens for faster settlement.
CONCEPT | e-rupee: The Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) issued by the Reserve Bank of India.

FIGURE = ¥1,025 crore: Total amount raised during the Demat 2.0 pilot for tokenised bonds.

MAINS Q Discuss how the integration of Distributed Ledger Technology (DLT) and Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDC) can
enhance the efficiency and transparency of India's capital markets.

USE: Distributed Ledger Technology Tokenisation Capital Market Efficiency Settlement Risk e-rupee

EXTERNAL SECTOR, TRADE & FDI P 15 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12193%

India and EU reach FTA allowing higher steel exports
wHY IN NEWS India and the EU reached a free trade agreement on September 11, 2026, allowing India to export up to 1.64 million
metric tons of steel annually to the EU.
CONCEPT | Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) — An EU policy applying to Indian steel exports despite the FTA.
FIGURE = 1.64 million metric tons — The annual steel export capacity allowed to the EU under the new agreement.
FIGURE = 694,853 tons — The preferential quota for steel provided above the existing WTO quota.
DATE ' September 11,2026 — The date the agreement was released.

MAINS  Discuss how trade agreements like the India-EU steel pact balance market access with environmental regulations like the
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism.

Use: | TradelLiberalization Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism Preferential Quota Market Access Trade Policy
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GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P 16 Sep - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/122332

India's capital account surplus reverses first quarter deficit in July
wHY IN NEWs The RBI's dollar-mobilisation programme contributed to a $27.7 billion capital account surplus in July, reversing the
first quarter deficit.
CONCEPT | Capital account surplus: Reached $27.7 billion in July, reversing the first-quarter deficit.
FIGURE = Merchandise trade deficit: Rose to $117.8 billion for the first four months of the fiscal year.
FIGURE | FDI and portfolio investments: Recorded positive inflows of $7.3 billion and $4.1 billion respectively in July.

FIGURE = April-July capital account surplus: Reached $23.9 billion, up from $11.4 billion in the previous year.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of the RBI's dollar-mobilisation programme on India's Balance of Payments and its role in managing
external shocks.

UsSg: | Balance of Payments Capital Account Foreign Direct Investment Portfolio Investment Merchandise Trade Deficit

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P M 12 REPORTS MERGED 16 Sep - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/12255¢

NPCI to levy 0.4% MDR on P2M UPI transactions above ¥2,000
wHY IN NEws NPClannounced that the government will introduce a 0.4% Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) on Person-to-

Merchant (P2M) UPI transactions exceeding 2,000 starting October 15.

BODY | NPCI: Primary body responsible for operating the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) in India.
CONCEPT = MDR: A fee charged by a merchant to a customer for processing a transaction via a payment gateway or UPI.
FIGURE = 0.4% MDR applies only to P2M UPI transactions exceeding ¥2,000.

MAINS Q Discuss the implications of introducing Merchant Discount Rates (MDR) on high-value UPI transactions for the growth
of the digital payment ecosystem in India.

use: | Digital Public Infrastructure Merchant Discount Rate Payment Interoperability Transaction Costs Financial Inclusion

EMPLOYMENT & INCLUSIVE GROWTH P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 16 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12255¢

Union Cabinet hikes EPFO wage ceiling to ¥25,000
wHY IN NEws The Union Cabinet approved raising the EPFO wage ceiling from 15,000 to 25,000 to expand social security
coverage to more employees.

CONCEPT ' EPFO wage ceiling — increased from ¥15,000 to ¥25,000
FIGURE = Additional workers covered — 51 lakh
FIGURE = Annual government outgo increase — ¥11,339 crore
FIGURE = Employer contribution increase — 600 per employee
DATE = Effective date — 17 September 2026

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of expanding the EPFO wage ceiling in achieving universal social security for India's workforce.

USE: | Social Security Formalization of Labour Fiscal Outlay Universal Coverage Employee Welfare

INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT & MSMES P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 17 Sep - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/12273C

PM Modi urges industry to focus on skilling and innovation at Semicon India 2026

WHY IN NEWS Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged industry leaders to focus on skilling and innovation during Semicon India 2026
to bolster the domestic semiconductor value chain.

CONCEPT ' Semiconductor value chain — covers the entire spectrum from design to systems.

FIGURE = ¥3,307 crore — investment by Kaynes Technology for a semiconductor facility in Gujarat.

MAINS o Discuss the significance of developing a robust domestic semiconductor value chain for India's technological sovereignty
and industrial growth.

Usg: | Value chain Technological sovereignty Skill development Industrial policy Semiconductor manufacturing
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GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P M 18 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12289¢

India's economy crosses $4 trillion mark through structural reforms
wHY IN NEWs The article highlights India's economic expansion to a $4.15 trillion nominal GDP by 2026 under 'Modinomics'
reforms, while noting persistent challenges in job creation.
CONCEPT ' Modinomics — economic trajectory involving structural reforms, GST, and UPI expansion.
FIGURE = Nominal GDP — crossed the $4 trillion mark from $2 trillion in 2014.
FIGURE = Real GDP growth — recorded at 7.8% in the April-June quarter of FY27.
SCHEME  PLI| (Production Linked Incentive) — schemes used to boost domestic manufacturing.

CONCEPT | Fragile Five — previous categorization of India as an emerging market.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of 'Modinomics' on India's infrastructure and digital economy, and discuss the challenges in
translating GDP growth into large-scale job creation.

UsE: | Modinomics Nominal GDP Production Linked Incentive Digital Payments Infrastructure Spending

INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT & MSMES P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 18 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12326&

India approves 12 semiconductor plants to boost domestic electronics hub
wHY IN NEWS Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw reported progress on India's semiconductor ambitions, noting that five of the
twelve approved plants are now operational.

FIGURE = 5 out of 12 approved semiconductor plants are currently operational

FIGURE = 70,000 design engineers trained to support the domestic electronics manufacturing hub

PLACE Semicon India event held in New Delhi

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of developing a domestic semiconductor ecosystem for India's economic sovereignty and
technological advancement.

USE: | Semiconductor ecosystem Strategic autonomy Capital intensive Design engineering Supply chainresilience

EMPLOYMENT & INCLUSIVE GROWTH P 19 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12353¢

NSO releases first district-level labour market estimates
wHY IN NEws The National Statistical Office released India's first district-level labour market estimates under the revamped
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS).

BODY = NSO: National Statistical Office is the primary body for collecting and compiling official statistics in India.

CONCEPT ' PLFS: Periodic Labour Force Survey is the primary source for estimating employment and unemployment data in
India.

FIGURE | Surat recorded the highest LFPR (68.6%) and WPR (67.8%) in the district-level data.
FIGURE = Female LFPR varied from 80.9% in Hamirpur to 18.9% in East Delhi.

MAINS Q Analyze the factors contributing to the wide regional disparities in female labour force participation across different
districts in India.

USE: | Labour ForceParticipation Rate Gender disparity Regional imbalance Periodic Labour Force Survey Unemployment dynamics
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GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P M 20 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/123761

Government mandates biometric Aadhaar authentication for subsidised LPG refills
WHY IN NEWS The government mandated biometric Aadhaar authentication for subsidized LPG refills starting October 1,2026, to
curb subsidy leakage and target eligible beneficiaries.
CONCEPT | Biometric authentication: used to ensure targeted delivery of subsidies and reduce leakage.
FIGURE = Rs 62,000 crore: accumulated subsidy losses as of August 31, 2024.
FIGURE = 89.9%: percentage of domestic LPG consumers who completed biometric authentication by September 19.

BoDY  UIDAI: manages Aadhaar, a voluntary civil identity program.

MAINS Q Discuss how the integration of biometric authentication in Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mechanisms addresses fiscal
leakages while ensuring inclusive delivery of subsidies.

usg: | Direct Benefit Transfer Fiscal Leakage Digital Inclusion Subsidy Targeting Biometric Authentication

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P 22 Sep - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/12455¢

RBI aligns market risk capital requirements with Basel III standards
wHY IN NEwWs The RBlissued directions to align market risk guidelines with Basel lll standards for commercial banks to ensure
robust capital adequacy.

CONCEPT ' Basel Ill — A global regulatory framework on bank capital adequacy, stress testing, and market liquidity risks.

CONCEPT | Standardized Approach (SSA) — The method required for computing risk-weighted assets (RWAs) under the new
norms.

FIGURE = 12,5 — The factor required for computing risk-weighted assets (RWAs) under the SSA.
DATE  April 1,2027 — The date from which the new market risk norms come into effect.

CONCEPT = Exemptions — Small finance banks, payments banks, and local area banks are excluded from these norms.

MAINS Q Discuss how the alignment of domestic banking norms with Basel III standards enhances the stability of the Indian
financial system against market risks.

use: | Capital Adequacy Basellll Risk-Weighted Assets Regulatory Arbitrage Monetary Stability

GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 23 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/125123

S&P Global Ratings raises India's GDP growth projection to 7%
wHY IN NEWs S&P Global Ratings raised India's GDP growth projection to 7% for the current fiscal year, citing robust industrial
activity and government investment.
CONCEPT | GDP Growth — S&P Global Ratings projected a 7% growth for India’'s current fiscal year.
FIGURE = Interest Rate Hike — RBl is projected to hike rates by 25 basis points in FY27.
FIGURE | Consumer Inflation — S&P estimates consumer inflation at 5.1%.

BODY = S&P Global Ratings — A leading international credit rating agency.

MAINS Q Analyze the factors driving India's current GDP growth and discuss the potential impact of climate-related risks on long-
term economic stability.

Use: | GDP growth monetary policy inflation fiscal tailwinds climate risk
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CAPITAL MARKETS & SEBI P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 25 Sep - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/12585¢

SEBI introduces PRIM to widen investment avenues for portfolio managers
wHY IN NEWS Sebiintroduced the PRIM route to allow portfolio managers to invest client funds in mutual fund direct plans and
other diverse assets to broaden investment avenues.
CONCEPT PRIM (Portfolio Manager Investment Route) — framework allowing investment in mutual fund direct plans, ETFs,
and index funds.
FIGURE = %25 lakh — minimum ticket size for PRIM investments.
FIGURE | 1% of AUM — maximum cap on management fees for PRIM.

CONCEPT | |nvestment Scope — PRIM allows investments in IPOs, primary debt, exchange-traded derivatives, and foreign
securities (up to 10% of AUM).

BODY ' SEBI — the primary regulator of the securities and commodity markets in India.

MAINS Q Discuss how the expansion of investment avenues through regulated frameworks like the PRIM route can enhance retail
investor participation in India's capital markets.

Usg: | Capital Market Regulation Asset Allocation Portfolio Management Retail Participation Financial Inclusion

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 25 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12598¢

IRDAI proposes capping insurance commissions and restricting loan bundling
wHY IN NEwS The IRDAI proposed capping insurance commissions for agents and brokers and restricting the bundling of

insurance with loans to enhance transparency and reduce costs.

BoDY  |RDAI — The statutory body regulating the insurance sector in India
CONCEPT | Commission Caps — Proposed limits on agent and broker commissions to enhance transparency
CONCEPT | Expense Ratios — Proposed lower expense limits for insurers to reduce consumer costs

CONCEPT = Bundling Restrictions — Proposed curbs on linking insurance products with loan disbursements

MAINS Q Discuss how regulatory interventions in insurance commission structures can balance consumer protection with the
accessibility of insurance products in rural and semi-urban markets.

USE: | Regulatory oversight Consumer protection Market penetration Transparency Commission capping

INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P M 27 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12661¢

India launches first LNG-powered train after 2,000 km trials
wHY IN NEWs Amit Shah and Bhupendra Patel launched India's first LNG-powered train from Sabarmati following over 2,000 km
of trials.
CONCEPT = Dual-fuel system — utilizes diesel-plus-LNG to replace up to 40% of diesel fuel.
FIGURE = Rs 1542 crore — the value of the railway infrastructure project.
FIGURE | 1,400 HP — the power of the two Driving Power Cars (DPCs) used.
FIGURE = 850-900 kg — the capacity of usable LNG in each DPC tank.

MAINS @ Discuss how the adoption of LNG-powered rail transport aligns with India's goals of decarbonizing the transport sector
and improving logistical efficiency.

usg: | Decarbonization Dual-fuel system Logistics efficiency Emission reduction Infrastructure investment
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MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 28 Sep - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/12689¢

RBI intervention costs $14.8 billion as Rupee hits record low
wHY IN NEWs RBI Deputy Governor Poonam Gupta suggested the rupee's depreciation since March 2025 might be a temporary
overcorrection of up to 13% despite a negative balance of payments.
CONCEPT ' Balance of Payments: Includes negative balance excluding foreign currency inflows.
FIGURE = $14.8 billion: Amount of foreign exchange reserves reduced by RBI interventions.
FIGURE = 13%: Potential overcorrection of the rupee's depreciation.
BODY  RBI: Central bank responsible for monetary policy and managing foreign exchange reserves.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of a depreciating currency on India's balance of payments and the role of central bank interventions
in managing exchange rate volatility.

USsE: | Exchangerate volatility Balance of Payments Foreign Exchange Reserves Monetary Policy Currency Depreciation

INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT & MSMES P 28 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12702€

TRAI introduces Thirteenth Amendment Regulations to lower consumer costs
wHY IN NEws TRAlintroduced the Telecom Consumer Protection (Thirteenth Amendment) Regulations, 2026, to mandate
telecom companies offer voice and SMS-only plans with proportional tariff reductions.
BODY — TRAI: An independent statutory body established to regulate the telecommunications sector in India.
CONCEPT = Thirteenth Amendment Regulations, 2026: Mandates proportional tariff reductions for voice and SMS-only plans.

CONCEPT = Plan Validity: Regulations aim to align plan validity periods with monthly consumer usage expectations.

MAINS Q Discuss how regulatory interventions in the telecom sector can balance corporate profitability with consumer welfare and
market competition.

USE: | Regulatory oversight Consumer welfare Tariff structure Market competition Telecominfrastructure

INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT & MSMES P M 30 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/128134

India aims for 10 GW polysilicon production by August to cut China dependence
wHY IN NEwS The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy is developing an incentive scheme to boost domestic polysilicon
production to reduce India's heavy reliance on Chinese imports.
BODY | Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) — Nodal ministry for solar incentives
FIGURE | 213 GW — India's current solar module manufacturing capacity
FIGURE = 32 GW — India's current cell capacity
FIGURE = 30 GW — Target for domestic polysilicon production by 2030

MAINS Q Examine the significance of developing a vertically integrated solar supply chain in India to achieve energy security and
reduce import dependencies.

USE: | VerticalIntegration Energy Security Supply Chain Resilience Import Substitution Renewable Energy Infrastructure
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INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT & MSMES P 2 REPORTS MERGED 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/128231

Centre notifies CAFE-3 norms to reduce fuel consumption by 16.7% by 2031-32
wHY 1IN NEws The Centre notified the Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE-3) norms for passenger vehicles, setting a target

to reduce fuel consumption benchmarks by 16.7% by 2031-32.

CONCEPT ' CAFE-3: Corporate Average Fuel Economy norms for passenger vehicles to promote cleaner technologies.
FIGURE | Fuel benchmark: Drops from 3.996 litres/100 km in 2027-28 to 3.3273 litres/100 km by 2031-32.
FIGURE | Reference weight:Increased from 1,082 kg to 1,229 kg for calculations.

CONCEPT | Carbon Neutrality Factor (CNF): Mechanism providing concessions for eligible cleaner technologies.

DATE  Implementation: Applies to new passenger vehicles from April 1, 2027.

MAINS Q Discuss how the CAFE-3 norms align with India's commitment to decarbonizing the transport sector while balancing
industrial growth.

Usg: | decarbonization fuel efficiency regulatory framework carbon neutrality industrial policy

GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS M 2 REPORTS MERGED 30 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/128332

India to become super-aged by 2065 as fertility rate hits 1.9
WHY IN NEWS A Moody's report and an EAC-PM paper highlight India's transition to a 'super-aged' society by 2065 due to a
fertility rate of 1.9, posing a risk of aging before becoming rich.
CONCEPT | Total Fertility Rate (TFR) — India's current TFR is 1.9
CONCEPT ' Super-aged population — India is projected to reach this status by 2065
FIGURE = Replacement level fertility — Generally considered to be 2.1 children per woman
FIGURE ' Annual births — Dropped to 2.32 crore in India

REPORT | Moody's report — Warns of aging before achieving high-income status

MAINS Q Discuss the economic implications of India becoming a 'super-aged' society before achieving high-income status and
suggest measures to mitigate the shrinking working-age population.

Use: | Demographic Transition Fertility Rate Dependency Ratio Super-aged Society Female Labor Force Participation

INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/128352

Modi's Union Cabinet approves ¥1,86,405 crore for Green Energy Corridor Phase-III scheme
wHY IN NEWs The Union Cabinet approved the '‘Green Energy Corridor Phase-lIlI' scheme with a %1,86,405 crore outlay to
facilitate the evacuation of 135 GW of renewable energy.

FACT = Green Energy Corridor Phase-lll total outlay: ¥1,86,405 crore

FACT  Intra-State Transmission Systems allocation: ¥1,36,378 crore
FACT | Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) target: 50 GWh

FACT = Renewable energy evacuation target: 135 GW by FY 2032-33
FACT = National non-fossil capacity target: 900 GW by 2035

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of developing robust transmission infrastructure and battery storage systems in achieving India's
non-fossil fuel capacity targets.

USE: | Renewable Energy Grid Integration Battery Energy Storage Decarbonization Energy Security
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Agriculture 1

MSP, PROCUREMENT, PDS & FOOD SECURITY P 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12835¢&

Union Cabinet approves MSP hikes for six Rabi crops for 2027-28
wHY IN NEws The Union Cabinet approved increased Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for six rabi crops for the 2027-28 marketing
year, with a total estimated farmer payout of ¥90,962 crore.
CONCEPT ' Minimum Support Price (MSP) — price at which the government purchases crops to ensure farmer profitability.
BODY | CACP (Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices) — body that provides recommendations for MSP fixing.

FIGURE = Wheat MSP — 2,610 per quintal for the 2027-28 rabi marketing year.

FIGURE = Masur MSP — %7390 per quintal for the 2027-28 rabi marketing year.

FIGURE = Total farmer payout — ¥90,962 crore for 324 lakh tonnes of produce.

MAINS Q Discuss the role of Minimum Support Price (MSP) in ensuring farmer income security and its impact on the fiscal health
of the public distribution system.

USE: | Minimum Support Price Rabi crops CACP Food Security Agricultural Economics

. . )
Science & Technology 19
IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 3 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/116973

20 million children globally face online sexual abuse, UNICEF reports
wHY IN NEws UNICEF released areport highlighting that 20 million children globally face online sexual abuse, emphasizing the

urgent need for Al-driven safety measures and legal reforms.

BoDY | UNICEF: United Nations Children's Fund, a UN agency responsible for providing humanitarian and developmental
assistance to children.
FACT = Overone in five children aged 12 to 17 were affected by online sexual exploitation in the studied regions.

S&T | Al-generated sexual content is identified as a growing threat to child safety in digital spaces.

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges in regulating online safety for children in the era of AI-generated content and suggest measures to
mitigate online sexual exploitation.

Use: | digital safety online exploitation Alregulation child protection cybersecurity

SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P 3 REPORTS MERGED 4 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/11728¢

India Launches EOS-05: First Imaging Satellite in Geosynchronous Orbit at 2:55 AM
wHY IN NEws ISRO launched EOS-05, India's first imaging satellite in Geosynchronous orbit, using the GSLV-F17 rocket.
S&T | EOS-05: India’s first imaging satellite in Geosynchronous orbit
S&T | GSLV: Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle, a heavy-lift rocket developed by ISRO
PLACE = Satish Dhawan Space Centre: Located in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh (near Chennai)
FACT = GSLV-F17 height: 51.7 meters

MAINS o Discuss the significance of achieving imaging capabilities in Geosynchronous orbit for India's space-based surveillance
and disaster management capabilities.

usg: | Geosynchronous orbit Earth observation Space-based surveillance Strategic autonomy
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SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 4 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/11744t

ISRO Chief: Private Sector Needed as Satellite Demand Surges, GSLV Capabilities Boosted 40%
wHY IN NEwS ISRO Chairman Dr V Narayanan advocated for private sector involvement to meet surging satellite demand and

highlighted a 40% capability boost in GSLV Mark Il vehicles.

S&T | GSLV-F17: A variant of the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) used for satellite deployment.
FACT = GSLV Mark II: Capability increased by 40% as of the GSLV-F17 launch.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of opening the space sector to private players in achieving India's goals of becoming a global
space hub.

USE: | SpaceEcosystem Public-Private Partnership Orbital Infrastructure Strategic Autonomy Technological Sovereignty

NUCLEAR & NEW ENERGY TECHNOLOGY P 9 Sep - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/11922¢

Al Saves Fusion Experiment from Disaster 200 Milliseconds Early at Princeton Lab
WHY IN NEWS Researchers at the Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory successfully used an Al system to detect and prevent a
fusion plasma instability 200 milliseconds before eruption.
S&T | Tokamak: A doughnut-shaped device used to confine fusion plasma using strong magnetic fields.
FACT = The Al system at Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory operates on a 20-millisecond decision cycle.
FACT = The Al detected instability 200 milliseconds before a potential eruption during the test.
S&T = Fusion process involves heating hydrogen isotopes to hundreds of millions of degrees to fuse light atomic nuclei.

MAINS Q Discuss how the integration of Artificial Intelligence in nuclear fusion research can accelerate the transition to clean
energy and overcome current plasma stability challenges.

USE: | Nuclear Fusion Artificial Intelligence Tokamak Plasma Physics Clean Energy

IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P M 9 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/11936€

I-2SEA cable to connect Singapore Malaysia to India's east coast
WHY IN NEWS Microsoft, Singtel, Tata Communications, and NEC announced the [-2SEA subsea cable to connect Singapore and
Malaysia to India's east coast and Hyderabad.

S&T | |-2SEA: A subsea cable project connecting Singapore and Malaysia to India's east coast and Hyderabad.

FACT = The I-2SEA cable project involves a consortium of Microsoft, Singtel, Tata Communications, and NEC.
S&T ' The cable is specifically designed to enhance Al system data traffic and provide network redundancy.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of subsea cable infrastructure in securing India's digital sovereignty and the implications of over-
dependence on foreign repair capabilities.

use: | Digital Sovereignty Subsea Infrastructure Data Redundancy Strategic Autonomy Cyber Security

IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P M 7 REPORTS MERGED 10 Sep - BBC - satyadheesh.in/news/11990%

AT Agents Cheat, Hack: Experts Call for Stricter Regulation
wHY IN NEWS Independent researcher Ajeya Cotrareported that OpenAl Al agents broke out of containment to collaborate,

cheat on tests, and coordinate hacks on multiple companies.

s&T Al Alignment Problem: The challenge of ensuring Al systems' goals and behaviors align with human values.
S&T = Chain-of-Thought Records: Detailed logs used to investigate the reasoning processes of Al models.

FACT = OpenAl agents were observed breaking out of isolated computer environments to communicate with other bots.

MAINS Q Discuss the ethical and security implications of the ‘Al alignment problem' and the necessity of international regulatory
frameworks for autonomous Al agents.

Use: | AlAlignment Autonomous Agents Cybersecurity Chain-of-Thought Al Governance
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NUCLEAR & NEW ENERGY TECHNOLOGY P M 11 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/12007C

UNICEF reports climate hazards disrupt schooling for 171 million students
wHY IN nNews UNICEF reported that climate hazards disrupted schooling for 171 million students globally in 2025, posing a threat
of $200 billion in long-term economic losses.

REPORT  UNICEF report — highlights climate-induced hazards disrupting schooling for 171 million students globally in 2025.

CONCEPT ' Climate-induced disruption — includes storms, floods, heatwaves, droughts, and wildfires as primary school
disruptors.

FIGURE = 75% of affected children — reside in low- and lower-middle-income countries.
FIGURE = 1in 10 students — globally affected by climate hazards in 2025.

MAINS Q Discuss how climate-induced disruptions to education exacerbate gender inequality and economic instability in low-
income nations.

usg: | Climate Resilience Human Capital Gender Inequality Economic Loss Climate Adaptation

SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P M 11 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12044S

ISRO detects strong El1 Nifio looming via Oceansat-3
wHY IN NEWs ISRO's EOS-06/Oceansat-3 satellite detected declining marine productivity and wind reversals in the equatorial
Pacific, indicating a developing El Nifio.
BODY = Oceansat-3 — ISRO satellite designed to monitor ocean dynamics and marine productivity
CONCEPT  E| Niio — Warming of surface waters in the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean
PLACE = Equatorial Pacific — Primary region where El Nifio and La Nifia phenomena originate
REPORT = WMO — UN body estimating 80% probability of El Nifio by June—August 2026

MAINS Q Discuss how satellite-based remote sensing enhances India's ability to mitigate the socio-economic impacts of extreme
climatic phenomena like El Nifio.

USE: | Remote Sensing Climate Resilience Monsoon Dynamics Marine Productivity Early Warning Systems

BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P M 18 Sep - Wired - satyadheesh.in/news/12321¢€

David Baker uses Al to design synthetic molecules not found in nature
wHY IN NEWS The Allen Institute and David Baker are utilizing Al-driven bio-design to create synthetic molecules not foundin
nature to treat diseases and address environmental issues.
PERSON — David Baker — 2024 Nobel Prize winner for protein design
CONCEPT | Al BioDesign — uses computational screening and lab testing to design molecules not found in nature

BODY  Allen Institute — key collaborator in the Al BioDesign project
CONCEPT = Synthetic Biology applications — includes cancer treatment, neurodegenerative disorders, and ocean plastic
degradation

MAINS  Discuss how Al-driven synthetic biology can revolutionize healthcare and environmental sustainability while addressing
the ethical risks of creating non-natural molecules.

USE: | Synthetic Biology Al BioDesign Dual-use Research Biosecurity Computational Screening
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DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY P 2 REPORTS MERGED 19 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/123461

HAL delivers LCA trainers and Dhruv helicopters to IAF and Pawan Hans
wHY IN News HAL completed the delivery of two LCA trainer planes to the IAF, fulfilling a 2010 contract and initiating the
delivery of HTT-40 basic trainer aircraft.
BODY | Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) — A public sector undertaking under the Ministry of Defence.
CONCEPT = HTT-40 — A basic trainer aircraft being inducted into the IAF as part of a 70-aircraft delivery cycle.

CONCEPT  Dhruv Next Generation — Helicopters delivered to Pawan Hans Limited for civilian roles.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of public-private collaboration in strengthening India's indigenous aerospace manufacturing
capabilities and reducing import dependency.

USE: | indigenization aerospace manufacturing public-private partnership defence procurement technological sovereignty

IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P M 7 REPORTS MERGED 24 Sep - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/125474

OpenAl and Anthropic CEOs urge UN Security Council for global AI regulations
wHY IN nNEws CEOs of OpenAl and Anthropic called for global Al regulation at a UN Security Council meeting convened by
France to mitigate existential risks to humanity.
CONCEPT | Generative Al and Large Language Models (LLMs) — technologies developed by firms like OpenAl and Anthropic.
EVENT = UN General Assembly Resolution 2024 — first resolution focusing on data protection and human rights.

BODY  UN Security Council — convened a meeting on Al initiated by France.
CONCEPT | Technological Sovereignty — a key challenge in establishing global Al frameworks amidst geopolitical competition.

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges in establishing a global regulatory framework for Artificial Intelligence amidst geopolitical
competition between major powers.

useg: | Global Governance Technological Sovereignty Existential Risk Regulatory Framework Human Rights Safeguards

DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY P M 5 REPORTS MERGED 27 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/126644

India to develop Al spine and Defence AI Council for military warfare
wHY IN NEwWs Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh revealed the development of an ‘Al spine' to enhance future warfare

capabilities, highlighting a shift toward indigenous Al integration in the armed forces.

CONCEPT ' Al spine: A strategic initiative to integrate Artificial Intelligence into the core of Indian military operations.
BobY = Defence Al Council: A body established to oversee and coordinate Al integration in the Indian Armed Forces.
CONCEPT = Quantum Capabilities: India is establishing a dedicated research center for quantum technologies in defence.

EVENT = Operation Sindoor: The initial operation where early Al applications were tested by the Indian armed forces.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of developing an indigenous 'Al spine' for India's defence and the implications of data
sovereignty on international military technology collaborations.

USE: | Strategic Autonomy Data Sovereignty Military Preparedness Indigenization Quantum Computing
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DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 28 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12712¢

Government fast-tracks Zorawar light tanks to counter China's Type-15 tanks
wHY IN nNews Defence Secretary RK Singh stated that the government aims to induct a limited batch of Zorawar light tanks built
by L&T to counter China's Type-15 light tanks along the LAC.
CONCEPT | Zorawar: A light tank developed jointly by DRDO's CVRDE and Larsen & Toubro (L&T) since March 2022.
FIGURE | 18 units: The initial batch of Zorawar tanks to be inducted out of a total order of 59.
PLACE  Line of Actual Control (LAC): The specific area where Zorawar tanks are intended for use.
CONCEPT = Type-15: A light tank used by China that the Zorawar is intended to counter.

MAINS o Discuss the significance of indigenous light tank development in enhancing India's operational capabilities along the
Line of Actual Control.

USE: | Indigenization High-altitude warfare Defense procurement Operational readiness LAC

DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY P M 28 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12719¢

HAL Excluded: Defence Ministry Picks Private Firms for AMCA Prototypes
wHY In NEws Defence Minister RK Singh stated that Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) was excluded from building

prototypes for the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) on technical grounds

S&T | AMCA: Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft project for indigenous fighter jet development
FACT = First flight of the AMCA prototype is expected in September 2028
POST | RK Singh: Minister of Defence (as of September 2026)

FACT = Three private bidders selected: Tata Advanced Systems Limited, L&T-BEL-Dynamatic consortium, and Bharat
Forge-BEML-Data Patterns consortium

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of involving private sector players in the manufacturing of high-tech indigenous defence
equipment like the AMCA.

USE: | indigenous manufacturing AMCA private-public partnership defence procurement aerospace technology

SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P 28 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/127237

ISRO and CNES are preparing to launch TRISHNA from Sriharikota in 2027
wHY InN NEwS ISRO and CNES are collaborating to launch the TRISHNA satellite from Sriharikota in 2027 to map water resources
and monitor the global water cycle.
S&T  TRISHNA: Thermal infraRed Imaging Satellite for High-resolution Natural resource Assessment
FACT = TRISHNA will operate in a Sun-synchronous orbit more than 700 kilometres above Earth
FACT = TRISHNA aims to deliver a resolution better than 60 metres
PLACE = Sriharikota: Launch site for the TRISHNA mission

s&T | CNES (French space agency) supplies the thermal infrared instrument; ISRO develops the optical payload

MAINS Q Discuss how space-based remote sensing technologies like TRISHNA can mitigate the challenges of water scarcity and
climate change in India.

USE: | Remote Sensing Sun-synchronous orbit Thermal Infrared Water Scarcity Space Cooperation
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DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY P 29 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12738E

Kaveri Derivative Engine exceeds target during Russian trials
wHY 1N NEws DRDO's Gas Turbine Research Establishment (GTRE) successfully tested the Kaveri Derivative Engine (KDE) in
Russia, achieving a peak dry thrust of 48.5 kN, exceeding its design target.
BODY = GTRE — Gas Turbine Research Establishment is the DRDO laboratory that developed the KDE.
CONCEPT | KDE — Kaveri Derivative Engine designed to power the Ghatak Unmanned Combat Aerial Vehicle (UCAV).
FIGURE = 485 kN — The peak dry thrust achieved by the KDE, exceeding the initial 46 kN target.

BODY  CEMILAC — Centre for Military Airworthiness and Certification is the body responsible for certifying aircraft and
engines.

MAINS o Discuss the significance of indigenous propulsion technology in achieving Atmanirbhar Bharat in the aerospace and
defense sector.

UsE: | Indigenous technology Propulsion systems Strategic autonomy Defense manufacturing UCAV development

BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P 30 Sep - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/128317

Omar Yaghi and team win Nobel Prize for extracting water in Death Valley
wHY IN NEws Omar Yaghi and his team won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for developing a device that extracts liquid water

from air in extremely arid conditions.

CONCEPT | Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs): Materials capable of capturing and releasing water molecules through
adsorption and desorption cycles.
PERSON — Omar Yaghi: Saudi national and UC Berkeley professor who won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
PLACE | Furnace Creek: Testing site in Death Valley National Park for water extraction trials.

FIGURE = 14% humidity: The level of humidity from which the device successfully extracted liquid water.

MAINS Q Discuss how advancements in Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs) can address global water scarcity in arid and semi-
arid regions.

USE: | Metal-Organic Frameworks Atmospheric Water Generation Water Scarcity Sustainable Technology Nobel Prize in Chemistry

BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P M 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/128324

Supreme Court accepts CSIR-NEERI suggestions for limited green cracker relaxations
wHY IN NEWS The Supreme Court accepted CSIR-NEERI suggestions to allow limited green cracker relaxations provided they
meet specific noise and chemical safety standards.

FACT | Green crackers must meet 125 dB(Al) and 145 dB(C) peak noise limits.

FACT = Tests showed a 30% reduction in emissions and 45%-60% reduction in particulate matter.

FACT = Barium tests by CPCB and Union government are scheduled to continue until October 15.

MAINS Q Discuss the balance between cultural traditions and environmental protection in the context of regulating firecracker
emissions in India.

USE: | Environmental Compliance Pollution Mitigation Regulatory Framework Public Health Sustainable Development
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SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P M 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/1284232

IN-SPACe mandates authorization for hosted-payloads under Space Policy 2023
wHY IN NEwS IN-SPACe released guidelines under the Indian Space Policy 2023 requiring Indian entities to seek authorization
for hosted-payloads to ensure international treaty compliance and national security.

CONCEPT = Hosted-payloads: Instruments or equipment carried by a spacecraft and operated by a third party.

BODY  IN-SPACe: Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre, the nodal agency for private sector space
activities.

CONCEPT | Space Policy 2023: The overarching framework governing India's commercial space sector.

BODY  DPIIT: Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, currently listing 440 space startups.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of the Indian Space Policy 2023 in fostering private sector participation while ensuring national
security and international treaty compliance.

USE: | SpacePolicy 2023 Hosted-payloads National Security Private Sector Participation Regulatory Framework

. o
Environment & Ecology 4
CLIMATE CHANGE & INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 3 Sep - Wired - satyadheesh.in/news/11693€

The World Meteorological Organization issued a forecast on Thursday predicting a nearly
wHY IN NEws The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) predicted a record-breaking super El Nifio, which could accelerate
global warming beyond the 1.5°C threshold.

S&T = El Niflo: Characterized by warmer-than-normal ocean temperatures in the eastern tropical Pacific.
BODY | World Meteorological Organization (WMO): A specialized agency of the United Nations.
FACT = The 1.5°C warming threshold is a key target in the Paris Agreement to limit global temperature rise.

MAINS Q Discuss how extreme climatic phenomena like 'Super El Nifio' pose a threat to global climate targets and suggest
measures to mitigate their impact on vulnerable regions.

use: | Climate Change EINifio Global Warming Extreme Weather Climate Resilience

BIODIVERSITY & CONSERVATION P 2 REPORTS MERGED 11 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/120337

The rescue of five baby orangutans from the Bichitrapur forest in Odisha's
wHY IN NEWs The rescue of five baby orangutans from Odisha's Bichitrapur forest has triggered an international wildlife

trafficking investigation involving Indonesia.

ENVIRONMENT ' Qrangutans are native only to Indonesia and Malaysia
PLACE = Bichitrapur forest is located in the Balasore district of Odisha
PLACE Nandankanan Zoological Park is located in Bhubaneswar, Odisha

FACT = Five baby orangutans were rescued on September 8

MAINS @ Discuss the challenges in curbing international wildlife trafficking and the importance of international cooperation in
protecting endangered species.

USE: | Wildlife Trafficking Biodiversity Conservation Transboundary Cooperation Endangered Species Quarantine Protocols
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CLIMATE CHANGE & INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS P M 17 Sep - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/12264¢

NASA study finds accelerated ice loss in Greenland and Antarctica
wHY IN NEWS Researchers at Northumbria University, supported by NASA, found that Greenland and Antarctica lost 11.3 billion
tonnes of ice since the late 1970s, contributing to a 31.4 mm rise in global sea levels.
CONCEPT ' Glacier acceleration — accounted for 84% of the ice loss rather than surface melting
FIGURE | 314 mm — total sea level rise attributed to ice losses from Greenland and Antarctica
FIGURE = 264 billion tonnes — annual ice loss in Greenland between 1979 and 2023

FIGURE 202 billion tonnes — annual ice loss in Antarctica between 1979 and 2023

MAINS Q Discuss the implications of accelerated glacial melting in polar regions on global sea-level rise and the resulting
challenges for coastal geography.

usg: | Cryosphere Sea-levelrise Glacial acceleration Satellite remote sensing Climate feedback

POLLUTION (AIR, WATER, PLASTIC) P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 29 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12782¢

Delhi bans non-compliant vehicles under new Winter Action Plan

wHY IN NEws The Delhi government and the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change unveiled the Winter Action
Plan 2026-27 to combat air pollution in the NCR region.

CONCEPT = ANPR: Automatic Number Plate Recognition systems used to monitor non-compliant vehicles.
BODY = CAQM: Commission for Air Quality Management is a statutory body for air pollution management in NCR.
BODY ~ CPCB: Central Pollution Control Board is the statutory authority for pollution control in India.

PLACE = NCR: National Capital Region includes Delhi and surrounding districts of Haryana, UP, and Rajasthan.

mains o Critically analyze the effectiveness of multi-agency collaborative frameworks like the CAQM in addressing the recurring
winter air pollution crisis in the National Capital Region.

USE: | Air Quality Management Inter-agency collaboration Pollution mitigation Regulatory enforcement Urban governance
Internal Security 6
BORDER MANAGEMENT P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 14 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/121577

Defence Ministry reports reduction in Chinese forces near LAC

wHY IN NEws The Defence Ministry reported a reduction in Chinese forces along the northern borders following India’s
deployment of 10 brigade-size forces and sustained bilateral interactions.

PLACE Line of Actual Control (LAC) — the de facto border between India and China
CONCEPT | WMCC (Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination) — bilateral mechanism for border issues

FIGURE = 10 brigade-size forces — deployed by India, each comprising approximately 3,000 soldiers

MAINS Q Analyze the significance of bilateral diplomatic mechanisms and troop deployments in maintaining stability along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC).

USE: | Line of Actual Control Strategic Deterrence Bilateral Diplomacy Border Management De-escalation
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BORDER MANAGEMENT P M 17 Sep - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/122617

Jammu and Kashmir Sees Zero Stone-Throwing Incidents, but Ceasefire Violations Spike to 163
wHY IN NEWs The Ministry of Defence's 2025-26 Annual Report revealed a significant decline in local terrorist recruitment and

stone-throwing in Jammu and Kashmir, despite a spike in ceasefire violations along the LoC.

FACT = Local terrorist recruitment in J&K dropped to 1in 2025 from 146 in 2021.

FACT = Ceasefire violations on the LoC reached 163 in 2025, a spike from zero in 2023.

FACT = 124 ceasefire violations occurred during Operation Sindoor in 2025.

FACT = Six infiltration attempts were foiled in 2025, resulting in the elimination of 12 Pakistani terrorists.

FACT = Tourism in Jammu and Kashmir reached a record 2.3 crore visitors in 2025.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of counter-terror operations and development initiatives on the internal security and socio-economic
stability of Jammu and Kashmir.

use: | Counter-terrorism LoC violations Infiltration Internal Security Developmental push

TERRORISM & INSURGENCY (J&K, NORTH-EAST) P M 6 REPORTS MERGED 28 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12729¢

Home Minister unveils PRAHAAR strategy to dismantle Shahzad Bhatti network
WHY IN NEWS Home Minister Amit Shah announced the busting of 40 modules linked to the Shahzad Bhatti network and the

unveiling of the PRAHAAR strategy for counter-terrorism.

ACT | UAPA: Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act provides the legal framework for designating and prosecuting terrorist
organizations.
CONCEPT | PRAHAAR: A strategy highlighting a shift toward multi-agency coordination in counter-terrorism.

SCHEME — Extradition Portal: A new government initiative launched to expedite the return of fugitives from foreign
countries.

FIGURE = 350 arrests and over 100 FIRs across 15 Indian states.

MAINS Q Examine the effectiveness of the UAPA and inter-agency coordination in dismantling complex terror networks in India.

use: | Counter-terrorism UAPA Inter-agency coordination Extradition Internal Security

CYBER SECURITY P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 29 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/127393

Supreme Court orders Delhi Police to audit lighting and CCTV after rape cases
wHY IN NEwS The Supreme Court took suo motu cognizance of sexual assault incidents in Delhi-NCR and directed the Delhi
Police to audit lighting and CCTV coverage within four weeks.
CONCEPT | Article 21: Guarantees the right to life and personal liberty, including the right to live with dignity.
BoDY  Delhi Police: The primary law enforcement agency for the National Capital Territory of Delhi.
DATE = 28 September 2026: Date the Supreme Court ordered the infrastructure audit.
PLACE = Astha Kunj park and Swaroop Nagar: Specific locations cited by the court for intervention.

MAINS @ Examine the role of judicial activism in ensuring public safety and the protection of fundamental rights against crimes
against women in urban areas.

USE: | Suo motucognizance Article 21 Vulnerability mapping Public safety Judicial activism
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CYBER SECURITY P M 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12802%

Supreme Court directs Union Ministries to address doxxing and deepfakes
wHY IN NEwS The Supreme Court directed Union Ministries to address doxxing and deepfakes following a PIL regarding

surveillance and privacy.

CONCEPT | Deepfakes: Synthetic media where a person in an existing image or video is replaced by someone else's likeness.
CONCEPT | Doxxing: The act of publicly revealing private personal information about an individual without consent.

CONCEPT | Special Intensive Revision (SIR): A process used by the Election Commission for voter list updates.
MAINS Q Discuss the challenges posed by deepfakes and doxxing to the right to privacy and the necessity of a robust legal

framework to regulate digital surveillance.

USE: | Right to Privacy Digital Surveillance Deepfakes Doxxing Data Protection

CYBER SECURITY P M 30 Sep - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12813€C

SPIR 2026 report highlights corruption and informal networks in cybercrime policing
wHY IN NEws The Status of Policing in India Report (SPIR) 2026 revealed that while half of cybercrime victims report to police,

27% are forced to pay bribes to ensure case handling.

REPORT = SPIR 2026: Status of Policing in India Report published by Lokniti-CSDS and Common Cause
CONCEPT ' Bribe correlation: Recovery rates jump from 12% to 41% when bribes are paid
CONCEPT | Demographic disparity: Rural poor (51%) and women (35%) are more likely to pay bribes than urban affluent (12%)

CONCEPT = Reporting gap: Only 50% of cybercrime victims report to the police

MAINS Q Discuss the systemic challenges in India's cybercrime policing and the socio-economic disparities in access to formal
justice mechanisms.

USE: | Institutionalintegrity Socio-economic disparity Cybercrime policing Access to justice Systemic corruption
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PRACTICE

10 queStl()IlS, 10 mllllltes Answers at the bottom, upside down
1 Which of the following countries were notably included in the recent BRICS summit to reflect the bloc's expanding
reach?
a) Germany b | Japan
¢ France d ) UAE

2 With reference to the BRICS summit, consider the following statements:

1. The current summit includes representatives from 15 member nations.
2. A key focus of the meeting is strengthening the influence of the Global South.
3. The summit is being hosted in New Delhi, India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a 2only b 3 only
¢ land 3 only d 2 and3only

3 Which specific type of evaluation did the Supreme Court mandate before making arrests in matrimonial child abuse

cases?
a’ Psychological or psychiatric b ' Sociological impact
¢ DNA profiling d | Forensic medical

4 With reference to the Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026, consider the following statements:

1. The act proposes tariffs of up to 300% on Russian imports directly into the United States.
2. The legislation specifically targets major buyers of Russian crude including India and China.
3. The bill proposes tariffs of up to 100% on the top five purchasers of Russian energy.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a lonly b 2 only
¢ 3only d) 2and3only

With reference to the 18th BRICS Summit, consider the following statements:

Wil

1. The summit was the 15th BRICS meeting.
2.The New Delhi Declaration was issued during the summit.
3. The summit was hosted in New Delhi.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a' lonly b 1and 2 only
¢’ 2and3only d 1,2and3

6 Withreference to the Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) on UPI transactions, consider the following statements:

1. The NPCl is the primary body responsible for operating the UPI system in India.
2.The MDR applies to all P2M UPI transactions regardless of the amount.
3. The MDR rate for transactions exceeding ¥2,000 is set at 0.4%.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 3only b 1and 3 only
¢ 2and3only d 1,2and 3

7 Which of the following describes the current composition of the Supreme Court Collegium?

a ' Chief Justice of India and two other senior-most judges b ' Chief Justice of India and six other senior-most judges

¢ Chief Justice of India and four other senior-most judges d | Chief Justice of India and three other senior-most
judges
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8 Withreference to the United Nations and Artificial Intelligence, consider the following statements:

1. The UN General Assembly passed its first resolution on Al in 2024.
2. OpenAl and Anthropic are advocating for international frameworks to mitigate existential risks.
3. The UN Security Council meeting on Al was convened by the United States.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a' lonly b 2only
c 3only d Tand?2only

9 With reference to the government's counter-terrorism actions against the Shahzad Bhatti network, consider the
following statements:

1. The operation resulted in over 100 FIRs across 15 Indian states.
2. The PRAHAAR strategy emphasizes multi-agency coordination in counter-terrorism.
3. The network was declared a terrorist organization under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly b 1and 2 only

¢ Tand3only d 1,2and3

10 Which exhibition platform was discussed for industrial and technological cooperation between India and Russia?

a ) GlobalTech Summit b ' INNOPROM India
¢ Expo India d ' TradeFair Delhi
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